4. Hayworth Publicity
Reports




HAYWORTH 3

Publicity Report
January 2021

AMELIA&ISLAND

COME MAKE MEMORIES®

Summary
Total Mentions 24
Total Reach 650

AmaRia tsisnd - Jesmaary 2021

Sort by Lessme
w
B '
- I
et T
southorn oxcursion  swimming
secrel et
oaawey  ope W bold  invscomsisi  sasson T OSEmEr  stuoks  commercial  photogrash
vacation rood UMMM ougm canlemins ey, 0 locat

s
. e
new o
gmat can " northeast valentnas  jan ISIand '
plans siata R » traveter
T R —— amella ovsice
parmermd by reloase

day
Janiry atiantic  travel o

enioy U0 caaures  cosstét  ysaound  spotng
uge forms g PLS -
e aweet
wesklong  besutifl  rencexvous roel want

N beach romance fitness.
florida e
cokecting wirtual
fiorkda's felands Rovor  conservatomsis
o,

waters  road-Uipping  romantic

29¢

Jan1,2021 - Jen 20,2021 (2

Ametis lland - Jencary 2021

Coverage Summary

Top arien
Hases
Tha Sovtn Wi ane tarmont
Southern Sou siands autters Lrnwg Gt
Rocé ropeg amnd Northasst Fisrte 2 Lows Poot Drsparch Ondes
" Fionsa o inbea
My your of sorpnvos  the Semins S Travel Westly Sriee
vnd Naroast 3 Lows PassDisparch -
Newamaz Whers w Travel 2621 Hrwanaz 125018
9Guant U5 (slands Ta Explars i 2021 Travel Amots ®n
Scdaries  Dsoors inrmgram wriagram 1000
& camtomcas Pl beach vacevens ot reasseond avel Museat Doty R
294 Thunge Te Do in Amake siend That The Lacais Wan Kegt Sacret 348 At Tiavelor 2z
TRAVEL AMEUA ISLAND B hw e 000
§ camtencas Florma boach vacanens for peasreunt vavel useaOoty om 7000
Fomanins hesrver st
Aot t1and Rasvg o Clasa 0 Arual Rostaarant Waek Semantins Shaermer an
= Al sane Fomamtng Chasrver i
Whare 1o Taba & Remarc RY Excuenan Thit Vet 4 Doy Augona Magaine s
i o i
1w, Sam a3
1o I g
e @ me a8
20w = PR
1nm \ s
s ton : 8 | p g oa
o ¢ o 5 v/
tax J - ' 4 Q a A A o
Ll v i /
2 808080%0000000800000000d0b0a 4 3 b too o009 ooo bJ wo
o A a 2 by
= £ ¥ E = ¢
BUHOT N A 2 - M 34

Jan1,2021 - Jen 28,2071 1 1

; Windswept
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| B ’ washed by the Alantic, these solitary
i Sen Islands will take your breath away
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WILD ISLAND

GETAWAYS
Amelia Island, FL
1t's sasy to forget there's a.
real worid at this famity-
triendly treasure on Kiawah sland, SC
Florida's northeast coast. This dreamy destination
where both the Omni s just & hop away from
SR aten hayy Charleston. While Kiawah
Betansied rasort has luxe accommodations
W Whether at The Sanctuary, it also
you'resiming to paddie:  gsatuces public Kiawah
board, saddie up. tee Beachwatker Park onits
off o ust chil out, you west end—2n affordable
‘won't have trouble finding ventage point for taking in
a groat place here the priceless sunsets
BigTalbot Isand.FL  itnig Tybea Island, GA
Natur lovers, choase your  pagt of 5 state heritage
path Blackrock Tral 6045 peacerve, this retreat hes
1o 2 beach reminiscent of just over Tybee Creek from
Hawall Old Kings Highway  Tybeq Istand It's actually
ond.Jones Cut Trails take e bigger than its sister
you fo maritime foret island—and it's definilsly
endBigPine Tral windsits o, yider Salt marshes
way tothemarshland Al g tidy) creeks make it a
promise amazing views. paddler's dream—you'll
need a boat to get here
Bulls Island, SC
Don't miss this sandy spot g (stand, GA
with 7 mbes of Lndeveioned  Bess kown for The
shore, sccessible by public  cioister ong of tha Souths
ferry of private bost With o0t venerable stays, this
5,000 acres of maritime ishe has lots to explone. The
fotest. it's home to myriad hotel is part of Sea Isiand
whdlife.FindBoneyard  ragort, which aiso features
Beach, covered with wind- two lodges, an inn_ and
stripped trea brunks. 8IS cottages for rent allin
northeastem tip. beautttul coastal Georgia,
Hiton Head 1s1and. S5C  wassaw Isiand, GA
Every golfer inthe South 114 1,053 acre barrier
has eitherbesnto Kt g1and located near
Head or placed it on the Savannah became a
proverbial buckat st No  ational Wikdife Refugs
disrespect to its pristine 1011968, You can reach
grmens.but thebeaches  yhig jsoiated escape only
hers consistently rank as by boat. 11's absolutely
favorites smong readers.  teqming with wildiite
making it perfect for
hikers, bird watchers
and kayakers.
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Wild and Windswept: The
Ultimate Guide to the Sea
Islands

With unspoiled beaches washed by the Atlantic, these solitary Sea [slands will take your
breath away.

By Tracey Minkin  Janusry 22,2021

Wild Island Getaways

\relia Istaud. EL

W's easy to forget there's a real world at this fumily Triendly treasure on Florlda's
northeast coast. where both the Ominl and Ritz Carfton have established resort
benchheads. Whether you're atming tn paddieboardd, saddie up. lce off. or just
chill out, you won't have trouble finding a great place here.

Big Talbot Island. 1,
Nature lovers. choose your path Blackrock ‘Irall lcads to a beach reminiscent of

await, Old Kings Iighway and Jones Cut Trails take you to maritlme forest, and
Big Pine Trall winds its way to the marshiand. Al promise amazing views,

Bulls Islad, SC
Don't miss this sandy spot with 7 miles of undeveloped shore. accessible by

public ferry or privale boat. With 5 000 acres of maiithme forest. it's home to
nuyriad wlldlife. Find Boneyard Beach, covered with wind stripped free Irunks
at its northensterm tip.

Hifton Head Istund. S
Fvery golfer in the South has clther been to Iiilton 1lead or placed it on the
proverbial bucket list. No disrespect to Wis pristine gieens, but the beaches here

C rank as favorites among readers.

Kiawzh Island, SC

‘Tis dreamy destinatlon s Just a hop away from Charleston, While Rlawah tias
hive accommadaiions al The Sancluary, i also features public Kiswaeh
Beachwalker Park on lts west end  an afforduble vantage point for taking in the
priceless sunsets,

Little "1\ bee Island, G\
Part of a stute herltuge preserve. this retreat lies just over ‘Tvbee Creek from

Tvbee Istand. s uctually much bigger than its sister island - and it's definilely
much wllder. Salt marshes and tidal crecks make it o paddier’s dveam youll
need o boat to get here

Sca stund. G\

Best known for The Cloister, one of the South's most vencrable siuys., this iske
has lols to explore The holel Is part of Sea Island resart. which also features two
lodges, an inn and collages for rent, all in beauliful coustal Georgia

\vassaw Island. G

‘The 10,053 acre barrier island located near Savunnoh became a National
Widlife Hefuge In 1ID69 You can reach this isolated escape only by boal IU's
absotutely teoming whh wildlife. making Bt perfect for hikers, bird watchers, and
hayakors,
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Road-tripping around Northeast Florida

Iy Kot v W Sordr o 1w r LY
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‘ 7 ou won't find the big-city vibe of Miami or the large theme parks of
Orlando. It lacks the wacky characteristics that draw throngs to the Keys,
and it’s spared the snarling traffic of Gulf Coast beach towns

More Southemn in culture and comparatively less crowded, Northeast Florida is
a destination unto itself, one that enjoys a rich colonial heritage dating back
more than 500 years while embracing the playful pursuits of modern golf and
beach resorts. A road trip along its Atlantic coastal communities takes just a few
days, but stretch it out to a week to unwind and soak up local flavor.

Start at the Georgia border where Amelia Island forms a barrier between the
Atlantic Ocean and Intracoastal Waterway, a two-hour drive south of Savannah
or 30 minutes northeast of the Jacksonville airport. Access the island on Florida
A1A, a road you'll jump on frequently as you continue road tripping south about
65 miles to St. Augustine.




A storied island

Amelia Island is about the size of Manhattan with a 50-plus block historic
district on its north end. French Huguenots were the first Europeans to settle
here in 1562, foll d by ors and colonists from Spain and Great
Britain. In Fernandina Beach, voull see gingerbread-heavy houses, several of
them bed-and-breakfasts such as the Addi on Amelia Island comprising
bell tyle homes sur ding a courtyard.

three

‘Take a walk around downtown Fernandina
Beach past the old courthouse and customs
house, sample Fernandina Fantastic Fudge and
pop into the Book Loft where you might bump
into novelist John Grisham who moved to the
island a few years ago. For lunch, pick out a
picnic table on the patio at Timoti's Seafood
Shak. Its fish tacos, shrimp and lobster roll are
popular choices.

When it's cocktail time, mosey up to the bar The Addizan on Ames tsiand i 3
inside Florida's oldest continuously operating f::h';‘:":"“;m:’::
drinking establishment, the Palace Saloon

serving suds since 1903. If you're lucky,

Fernandina Beach Mayor Johnny Miller will be

tending bar and will point out the saloon’s tin ceilings, mosaic tile floor and
mahogany caryatids.

Photo by Kathetine Rodegheer

The Palace often is on the Amelia Island Cocktail Tour led bv a guide who spins
stories about the island between drinks. The Mermaid Bar inside the Florida
House Inn, built in 1857 and claiming to be the state’s oldest hotel, also might
be a stop. The tour rotates among downtown bars, patronizing four. You'll have
a cocktail and something to nibble at each. If you want something more
substantial — and love sangria — Espana Restaurant & Tapas is the place to be.
It serves up hot and cold tapas along with pans of paella.

If you go

« Amelia Island Tourist Development Council: 1-904-277-0717,
ameliaisland.com

« St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches Visitors and Convention Bureau:
1-800-418-7529, floridashi i com

‘Where to stay
« The Addison on Amelia Island: 1-904-277-1604, addisononamelia.com

« The Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island: 1-g04-277-1100, ritzcarlton.comfen
fhotels/florida/amelia-island

. Omni Tinislandnl ion.com: 1-904-261-6161,
ihotels.com/hotels/ lia-island

‘Where to eat
«» Timoti's Seafood Shak: Li is.com
« Espana R ant & Tapas: esp d com

« Pogo’s Kitchen: pogoskitchen.com
« Lagniappe: lagniappeamelia.com
Tours and more

» Amelia Island Cocktail tour: Amelia Island Downtown Tasting Tours,

ad.

888-446-1712, ameliaisl 8 com
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Resort life

At the southern end of Amelia Island, the focus isn’t on history but on play,
especially on the beach. The island has 13 miles of Atlantic coastal beaches,
some of the least crowded in Florida. You'll find plenty of room to put down a
beach towel for sunbathing or to walk along the sand searching for shells and
fossilized shark teeth.

‘Two resorts with 400-plus rooms front on the
ocean. Besides beaches, the Omni Amelin island
Plantation and the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island
has goH courses, clay tennis courts, supervised
activities for kids, spas, bike rentals and kayak
tours through the Intracoastal Waterway. The
Omni also offers Segway tours through the
plantation where live oak trees draped with

moss line

« PRy

Both resorts have casual as well as upscale

dining. If you want to go off-site on Amelia's Segway tcurs are among the many
resert actnities at Omm Ametia Fland
south end, try Pogo's Kitchen helmed by Pantation

Executive Chef Alan Heckman whose honors
include cooking at New York City's James Beard
House. For Southern cooki ini of New Orleans, Charleston or

Photo by Katherine Rodegimer

Savannah, check out Lagniappe. Chef/owner Brian Grimley’s menu tempts with
shrimp or oyster po’boys, gumbo, catfish and jambalaya.

Another luxury beach resort area lies to the south.

Leave Amelia behind, skip past the beaches east of Jacksonville, some of the
state’s most crowded, and stop at Ponte Vedra Beach, among the least crowded

Getting there requires a decision: Head west to pick up Interstate 95/295
through Jacksonville, or stay on Florida A1A and take the St. Johns River Ferry.
Crossing the river takes five minutes; the ferry runs every half hour.

B 200

MARIETTA BAILY FOURNAL
B Wewt CAMMen UM OPEMER  DINEGNNS  PSSLIVE  Logl MUNrs  CINOOMONS  Cutiamar 1orviet  Svbeente a
wsT

The Patace Saloon on Amedia Istand i1 the oldest continucusly cperating bar in Flonda.

You won't find the big-city vibe of Miami or the large theme parks of
Orlando. It lacks the wacky characteristics that draw throngs to the Kevs,
and it’s spared the snarling traffic of Gulf Coast beach towns.

More Southern in culture and comparatively less crowded, Northeast Florida is
a destination unto itself, one that enjoys a rich colonial heritage dating back
more than 500 years while embracing the playful pursuits of modern golf and
beach resorts. A road trip along its Atlantic coastal communities takes just a few
days, but stretch it out to a week to unwind and soak up local flavor.




Start at the Georgia border where Amelia i1sland forms a barrier between the
Atlantic Ocean and Intracoastal Walerway, a two-hour drive south of Savannah
or 30 minutes northeast of the Jacksonville airport. Access the island on Florida
AIA, a road you'll jump on frequently as you continue road tripping south about
65 miles to St. Augustine.

A storied island

Amelia Island is about the size of Manhattan with a 50-plus block historic
district on its north end. French Huguenots were the first Europeans to settle
here in 1562, followed by conquerors and colonists from Spain and Great
Britain. In Fernandina Beach, you'll see gingerbread-heavy houses, several of
them bed-and-breakfasts such as the Addison on Amelia Island comprising

hall

three style homes sur ding a courtyard.

Take a walk around downtown Fernandina
Beach past the old courthouse and customs
house, sample Fernandina Pantastic Fudge and
pop into the Book Loft where you might bump
into novelist John Grisham who moved to the
island a few years ago. For lunch, pick out a
picnic table on the patio at Timoti’s Seafood
Shak. Its fish tacos, shrimp and lobster roll are
popular choices.

When it's cocktail time, mosey up to the bar The Addrson on Amelis lsland it 3
inside Florida's oldest continuously operating highty.rated. 14-r00m bed-and-
breaklast in Fernandina Beach.
drinking establishment, the Palace Saloon
Photo by Kathenne Rodeghver

serving suds since 1903. If you're lucky,
Fernandina Beach Mayor Johnny Miller will be
tending bar and will point out the saloon’s tin ceilings, mosaic tile floor and
mahogany caryatids.

The Palace often is on the Amelia Island Cocktail Tour led by a guide who spins
stories about the island between drinks. The Mermaid Bar inside the Florida
House Inn, built in 1857 and claiming to be the state’s oldest hotel, also might
be a stop. The tour rotates among downtown bars, patronizing fonr Youll have
a cocktail and something to nibble at each. If you want something more
substantial — and love sangria — Espana Restaurant & Tapas is the place to be.
1t serves up hot and cold tapas along with pans of paella.

Resort life

At the southern end of Amelia Island, the focus isn’t on history but on play,
especially on the beach. The island has 13 miles of Atlantic coastal beaches,
some of the least erowded in Florida. You'll find plenty of room to put down a
beach towel for sunbathing or to walk along the sand searching for shells and
fossilized shark teeth.

‘Two resorts with 400-plus rooms front on the
ocean. Besides beaches, the Omni Amelia Island
Plantation and the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island
has golf courses, clay tennis courts, supervised
activities for kids, spas, bike rentals and kayak
tours through the Intracoastal Waterway. The
Omni also offers Segway tours through the
plantation where live oak trees draped with

P a

ish moss line

Both resorts have casual as well as upscale e
dining. If you want to go off-site on Amelia’s Segway tours are among the many

resort actaites st Omni Ametia island
south end, try Pogo's Kitchen helmed by Pantation.

Executive Chef Alan Heckman whose honors
include cooking at New York City's James Beard
House. For Southern cooking reminiscent of New Orleans, Charieston or

S h, check out Lagni Chef/owner Brian Grimley’s menu tempts with
shrimp or oyster po’boys, gumbo, catfish and jambalaya.

Photo by Kethenne Rodeghuer

Another luxury beach resort area lies to the south

Leave Amelia behind, skip past the beaches east of Jacksonville, some of the
state’s most crowded, and stop at Ponte Vedra Beach, among the least crowded.

Getting there requires a decision: Head west to pick up Interstate g5/295
through Jacksonville, or stay on Florida A1A and take the St. Johns River Ferry
Crossing the river takes five minutes; the ferry runs every half hour.

Driving along Ponte Vedra Boulevard, you'll pass oceanfront mansions and
Iuxury resorts. Choose the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, spoiling guests for nearly go
vears, and you'll also have access to its younger sister, the Lodge and Club, a
mile and a half down the boulevard. Between them, you'll find plenty of places
to play: two 18-hole golf courses, the largest spa in North Florida, a tennis club
on the ATP World Tour and a broad stretch of sand with kayaks, stand-up
paddleboards and surfboards for rent.

If yougo

« Amelia Island Tourist Development Council: 1-904-277-0717,
ameliaisland.com

+ St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches Visitors and Convention Bureau:
1-800-418-75209, floridashistoriccoast.com.

‘Where to stay

« The Addison on Amelia Island: 1-904-277-1604, addisononamelia.com

« The Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island: 1-904-277-1100, ritzcarlton.com/en
/hotels/florida/amelia-island

« Omni linislandpl ion.com: 1-904-261-6161,
omnihotels.com/hotelsfamelia-island

Where to eat

« Timoti's Seafood Shak: timotis.com

+ Espana R ant & Tapas: esp lowntown.com
« Pogo’s Kitchen: pogoskitchen.com

a1 iappe: 1 H lia.com

Tours and more

» Amelia Island Cocktail tour: Amelia Island Downtown Tasting Tours,

888-446-1712, amelinis] ntow s.com
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My year of surprises in the
Sunshine State

By Temagern O 8 Jent! 12 - oxea

Florida has so much to offer!

Thal's the conclusion | have come away with after my first year aa the
Florida editor for Trave! Weekly I've explored the siate from the Geosgla
border to the tip of Key West, and It has been a revelation how many great
s things are going on in the Sunshine State

I've Hived here since Ronald Reagan was president, so | kinds knew what it had to
affer Still, there were a few things that took me by surprise in 2020 Here are some of
them

< 1t is stili possible to experience Florida the way it must have appeared when settlers
arrived hundreds of years ago Certainly big parts of the state have been paved over,
denuded of native plants and animals, rechanneled for flood control and otherwise
altered. No doubt the commercial parts of Floride make i hard to see anything but
chain stores and strip malls when we're driving down the highway

But | had two moments of wonder that brought me 10 a stop, and left me with the
sensation that | had just felt what others have felt down through the years. The first
was a flock of white pellcans In the Ten Thousand islands area of Everglades
National Park that flew one after another across the horizon for what seemed like 10
minutes. I'd never seen so many pelicans at once, and it was an awesome sight.

A few weeks [ater | had a similar sense of traveling back in time at Amelia Island's
Forl Clinch State Park, where a road to the fort lined with ancient oaks and Spenish
moss seemed unchanged from what Amelia Island must have looked and felt like
when it was settled in the 1700s.

+ What a lot of car museums there are in Floridat | had the chance on a rain-soaked
day to visit the T: A M and was mightily entertained for
several hours by the quality of the colfection. Once I started looking around, | realized
there’s an auto museum in just about every part of the state, from “Big Daddy’ Don
Gartlits’ temple to drag racing in Ocala to the Amertcan Muscle Car Museumn In
Melbourne, the Sarasota Classic Car Museum on Florida's west coast and the
Packard-centric Fort Lauderdale Antique Car Museum.

Fiet ATRT optimum.

Dezerland Park Ortando will display collector Michael Dezer's trove of auto artifacts in
a new 250,000-square-foot Auto Experience scheduled to open later in 2021

+ Weddings are a big draw for visitors, especlally in St. Augustine On a visit there this
fall,  was stunned by the number of bridal parties | saw preparing for the big day "On
any given weekend, you'll see five or six weddings going on around town," said Joni
Barkley, director of sales and catering at the Casa Monica Resort & Spa ‘It really is
quite amazing, especially for such a small town."

There were 151,768 marriages in Florida in 2019, according to one wedding research
pany Many were ddings held on the hes with
afterward at historic venues such as those in St Augustine

+ If you think you've exhausted Florida's theme park bounty, think again. A visit to
Discovery Cave revealed a new park for me, hiding in plain sight. It was my fault, to be
sure, Discovery Cove has been around for 25 years. But its mix of relaxing beach

p dolphin alkinclusive pricing and a killer snuba attraction
was atreat | wasn't anticipating This year, the park’s flamingos will take center stage
in a new Flamingo Mingle

So make it a point, pandemic permitting, to venture off the beaten path to Legoland,
cruise the Drive-Thru Safari Park at wild Florids, marvel at the reptiles at Gatorland or
ogle the mermaids at Weeki Wachee Springs  You won't be disappointed

HAYWORTH
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9 Quaint U.S. Islands To Explore In 2021

ERIKA LEQNARD [Py

A visit to one of these quaint U.S. islands will make you feel like you're
stepping back in time. The pace of life is often slower, and these islands
offer an escape from the hustle and bustle of bigger, more touristy
cities. But that's not to say there isn't plenty to do and see! Explore our
list of the best quaint U.S. islands to visit in 2021, and you'll find more

than enough reasons to add ane of these locations to your travel plans

this year.




Amelia Island, Florida

Amelia tsland is a stunning spot for the host of outdoor activities you'll
find here. Chock full of top-notch golf courses, Amelia Istand is the
perfect place to hit the links. if you're not a golfer, you will enjoy the
diverse witdlife you can view In the state parks or the Amelia Island
Nature Center We think one of the best excuses to visit Amelia Island is
that It's a food lover's dream, with mouthwatering seafood and other

delicacies to sample. Find our full list of the best things to see and do

during your trip to Amelia Island here
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Perfect time Iw be ot the
beach! Low crowds,
plenty f ralaxkig!

And lots of walking?!

g SlAanta Traveler

29+ Things To Do In Amelia Island That
The Locals Want Kept Secret

TOPICS: Al Things Florida

LAST UPDATED: 012572621

The State has limitless for a great family vacation or romantic
getaway, but if you haven't yet visited Amnelia Island and Fernandine Beach, you are missing out!

No matter the season, Amelia’s pristine beaches, histaric charm, and outdoor adventures — ali just a
5-6 hour drive from Atlanta — make it a quintessential Flerida destination

Here are some of our favorite things to do in Amelia Istand, so you can enjoy the island like the locals
do.

Fhat The Locals Wanbkepl Seciet

Beaches & Outdoor Adventures

Amelia Island and Fernandina Beach offer so many outdoor adventures, you'll never run out of
things to dot

Sample the Many Public Beaches

Amelia has oodles — and by that, we mean 40+ — of public beach access points, making it easy to
enjoy the waterfront no matter where on the istand you're staying.

Quite a few of the beaches here allow dogs, too! Just make sure you keep them on their leash




Fernandina's Main Beach Park is where all the action is. You'll find locals and visitors alike enjoying
the picnic tables, grills, gazebes, volleyball courts, children's playground, restaurants, mini-golf, an
outdoor skate park, public restrooms, and shawers.

Of course, the main draw is the beach! There are four lifeguard stations at the beach here, and

they're manned everyday from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Slather on the sunscreen and head out
into the waves!

Go Horseback Riding on the Beach
Speaking of beaches, is there anything quite as romantic as a ride with ocean views?

Make date night unforgettable by booking a ride with Happy Trails Walking Horses or Amelia Island
Horseback Riding.

Amelia Island Horseback Riding offers daily rides, sunrise rides, and sunset rides, too  Happy Trails

offers 1-hour rides along some of the 13 miles of shoreline with their Tennessee Walking Horses,
which are direct descendants of Roy Rogers’ famous horse, Trigger

Check Out the State Parks
For a relatively small island, Amelia is packed with some amazing Florida State Parks.
We recommend Fort Clinch, Big Talbot Island, Little Talbot island, and Amelia Island State Park.

These state parks offer a variety of ways to enjoy the island’s natural beauty. You'll find lush forests,
beach access, hiking and biking trails, fishing, camping, and plenty of chances to spot wildlife.

Bike the Island Trails

Maybe you're a mountain biking enthusiast, or maybe you prefer 1a cruise and enjoy a mare leisurely
ride? There's room for both and everything in between, thanks to the miles of bike trails that cover
theisland.

Renting a bike is easy, and we recommend having a camera at the ready — you’ll want o capture the
amazing views along the trailst

Explore by Kayak, Canoe, Hydro-Bike or SUP

Whether guided or i the many ys that
kayaks, canoes, and 5UP exploration

this barrier island are ideal for
Amelia Jsland is hame to plenty of rental options for those who want tc take in the natural beauty of
the area by water.

Have a group? Consider a gulded tour in 8 war canoe — which is an extra long, stable, fast movie
canoe You can all explore together during a half-day, all-day, or overnight wip

‘Want something a litte on the sillier side? How about renting a hydro-bike from Amelia River
Cycle! It's an adventure the whole family will enjoy.
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|
It is the best playground arcund, and one your kids will love

The Egans Creek Greenway is located on the northern end of the istand, and consists of over 300 acres
of protected land along Egans Creek. It's perfect for hiking, biking, birding, and photography.

And for those who want to do some working out too, check out the new fitness station alzng the
greenway where you can add some cardio into your walking or biking routine

Sea Turtle Watching

While it's extremely rare to see sea turties nesting or hatching on the beach, 1t is common 1o see
cordoned-off nests in the summer.

So if you can't easily see baby sea turtles, what's the next best thing? Watching a nest excavation!
Visitors are allowed to ohserve Amelia Island Sea Turtle Waich volunteers conduct nest excavations
— which is basically an inventary of all the remaining nest contents after the haichlings have crawled
out to sea.

Some things you may witness include unhatched eggs, empty egg shells, and sometimes — live

i e ions is apen to the public, and volunteers will share information
about the nest and sea turtles. If a live hatchling is found, they’ll release them ard you will be able 10
see it!

Excavations usually begin in early to mid July and continue until all nests have hatched.

Bird Watching

You'll want to keep your binoculars and camera handy in Amelia Island's parks and beaches, where
you'll have the chance to see a variety of species, including pelicans, skimmers, plavers and pipers.

Amelia Island State Park, Fort Clinch State Park, and the Egans Creek Greenway are popular birding
destinations.

Fort Clinch is the northern most island location in Florida, and is considered a must see desunation
for birders, since it lies on % 115 mile of the hern Atlantic Migrant Stopover.

Playing with Fido? Be sure to check cut these beaches!

The Kids Will Love It

Ir's a given that your kids will love the beach — but when they're ready to dry off, Amelia Island has
plenty of activities and entertainment to keep the fun going

Pirate Playground

Voted the island’s best playground on Trip Advisor, Pirate Playground at North Beach Park is
accessible to children of all abilities.

Young ones will love the unique play structures that alse incorporate history, art and music into the
experience There are benches for parents, and restrooms close by.
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Play Golf

Amelia Island is hame to some of the most popular golf courses in the southeast. LINKS Magazine
Named Amelia Island one of the “Top 25 Golf Islands in the World* — making it the only destination
from the United States to make the lisi!

Here you'll find the Fernandina Beach Golf Club, the Amelia island Golf and Country Club, the Golf
Club of North Hampton, the Golf Club of Amelia island, and so many more! Amelia Isdand is the
perfect place to play for golfers of every skill level.

Take a River Cruise
A great way to take in the beauty of Amelia Island and the surrounding area is aboard a river cruise

Amelia River Cruises & Charters provides narrated, historic and wildlife sightseeing tours with
views of dolphins, manatees, sea otters, alligators, and the wild horses of Cumberland Istand
Natlonal Seashore

The tours are offered during the day, and at sunset — which would be a wonderful time to be on the
water In the summer, they offer educational shrimping eco-tours that the whole family would love

Enjoy a Boat Tour |

One of the best things you can do to take in all the beauty of the island while learning more about it at
the same time, is (o take one of Amelia Island’s boat tours. |

Riptide Amelia Island offers private and group kayak tours, CraigCat tours (CraigCats are small,
powered catamarans), and boat tours. Amelia Island Charters offers family fishing trips and private
wildlife nature tours

On the Water Adventures takes you on private guided nature tours through the creeks and nvers of
Amelis and Cumberland Island And Amelia Island Adventures offers many different guided kayak
tours, and boat tours.

Spot Some Wildlife

Amelia Island is an ecotourist's dream because of its pristine landscapes and abundance of Florida
wildlife

A walk along any trail or beach is full of opportunities to see sea turiles, dolphins. cranes, alligators,
crabs, rabbits, deer and more

(Consider taking part in the Fort Clinch Nature Walk held every Sarurday at Fort Clinch State Park,
weather permitting. The guided nature walk around Willow Pond Trail winds through a coastal
maritime h k down to ponds. it's a great way to learn about native plants and
animals. The narure walk is free with park admission ($5 per vehicle).

Stay Fit at Egans Creek Greenway Park

1f yow're the type who likes to keep up with their exercise routine while on vacation, you'll love Lgans
Creek Greenway!
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Courtesy of Amelia Island
Mini Golf
Take your pick from a selection of mini golf sites, including Island Falls Adventure Golf, where we've

been going for the past 10 years. After a long day on the beach, it's a classic way to unwind after
dinner!

They also offer soft drinks, slushies, candy, ice cream and light snacks — s it's pretty much a kid's
dream outing.

Historic Reenactments at Fort Clinch

A state park with beautiful natural scenery, Fort Clinch is perhaps best known for its histaric
interpretation performances that take visitors back to Amelia Island dunng the Civil War |

Visit the fort the first weekend of the month to see a whale garrison of soldiers who will teach you
about fort living, including cannon £iring and other battlefield skills.

Fish off the Pier at Amelia Island State Park |

The mile-long George Crady Bridge Fishing Pier is dotted with devoted anglers every day of the week,
but especially on weekends.

Cast a tine with the locals and enjoy gorgeous views of the Nassau Sound

| On the Line Bait and Tackle shop is open for visitors using their walk up window, offering a great
i wariety of fishing bait and tackle supplies, snacks and refreshments.




name is Katherine, by the way )

Take the Ferry from Little Talbot to Jacksonville
If yourve got litde ones who love “things that go,” theyl) be charmed by the St Johns River Ferry

The 5t. Johns River Ferry is a car and passenger ferry that connects the north and south ends of
Florida State Road A1A in Duval Counuy, inking Mayport Village and Fort George Istand via a pleasant
sail across the St johns River. The ferry departs every half hour

Continue south to Jacksonville for a day trip to the city's best family-friendly attracttons.
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Historic Downtown Fernandina
Fernandina Beach, on Amelia Island at Florida’s northeast border, offers boutique shopping
restaurants, amazing views, and lots of history.

Shopping and Storytime at The Book Loft
Located in historic downtown Fernandina, The Book Loft is sure to charm readers of atl ages.

The Book Loft boasts a muln genre selection of local and national favorites, plus children's story
hours and author signings.

In addition to fiction, nonfiction, classics, cooking, and inspirational titles, they have a selection of
books on Amelia lstand and its pirate history, as well as the history of Florida, and the Civil War, plus
many autographed first editions.

fn the Joft upstairs, you can find older hardback fiction at half price, and their resident ghost! (Her

Enjoy the Local Farmer’s Market

‘We love to stop by the Saturday morning Fernandina Beach Market Place to stock up on snacks and
treats before heading to the beach. Farmers, growers, and entrepreneurial individuals sell locally
grown and produced goods to those living in, and visiting, Amelia Istand. The farmers' market is
open EVERY Saturday from 9 am. to 1-00 p.o., year round, rain or shine

The Fernandina Beach Arts Market is the newest addition to the scene — and is located adjacent to |
the Farmer’s Market. Held on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each menth, this market features arts and
crafts, and is a great place to pick up 8 souvenir to remember your trip

Courtesy of Amelis Island

Holidays and Festivals

Enjoy the holldays and festivals in the area with Amelia Island as the beautiful backdrop.

isle of Eight Flags Shrimp Festival

Who knew you could throw such a hig party in honor of such a litte sea critter?

The isle of Eight Flags Shrimp Festival features a pirate costume contest, a beauty pageant, a
parade, a Shrimp run, exhibitors, arts and crafts, a kid zone, and mare. Don't miss the “Decorated
Shrimp Boat” contestl

This community event has been drawing people from acruss the southeast down to Amelia ksland for
over 50 years.

| Shrimp Drop

No need to see the ball drop to welcome the New Year — Amelia Istand has you covered with their
very own maritime-themed Shrimp Drop!
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A Nightcap at The Palace Saloon
Grab a drink at The Palace Saloan, also known as Florida’s cldest bar!
There is a lot of history in this place, and it's worth stopping in for a pint or a nightcap.

Read up on its history before you go, so you can really appreciate all the ghosts you're sure to be
sharing a drink with.

Selfie at Fernandina Harbor

Enjoy the views of the Amelia River along South Front Street — and take a picture while you're there.
Fernandina Harbor is the perfect place tc snap a sunset shot.

After a walk admiring the views, make sure to try out the Salry Pelican for dinner.

Get a History Lesson from the Amelia Island Museum

From Native Américans tu pirates to the Spanish, Amelia Island has a fascinating history of residents
and rulers, and you'll learn all about it from the docents of the Amelia Island Museum of History,
located in a renovated communiry jailhouse.

The museum is the first spoken history museum in Florida, and offers Ghost Tours and Pub Crawls, in
addition to their watking tours and museum tours.

Head a few blocks up the street to check out its parter museum, the Fernandina Beach Shrimping
Museumn and Welcome Center, for a deeper dive into the community's maritime history

Admire the Historic Homes

For even more history and local charm, don't miss the Museum of History’s annual Holiday Home
Taur, which showcases downtown's finest Victorian homes, all professionally decked out for the
season. IUs a great way 1o see the beautiful homes, and get in the spirit of the season.

Held the first weekend in December, the Holiday Home Tour is an annual tradition, with proceeds
benefiting the Amelia 1sland Museum of History.

Patronize the Local Businesses

Downtown Fernandina is the perfect place to spend a few hours shopping at local boutques for the
perfect date night outfit, charming antiques, or nautical-inspired home decor.

There are lots of local businesses and shops, and you're sure to find something that you absolutely
must have

Visit an Art Gallery
There are several art galleries located downtown that are definitely worth a visit

2nd Story Gallery and Studios features artwork by local artists, and you'll find work in ofls, acrylics,
and photography on display. Art on Centre fearures works from living American artists using
various mediums in a contemporary theme. And Shady Ladies Art is a new ant studio and gallery
downtown where you can enjoy great art and conversation.
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Enjoy live music, activities for the kids, and a fireworks show before watching a sparkling shrimp fall
to welcome the new year!

Dickens On Centre

Enjoy Christmas Virtorian style at Dickens on Centre!

Heldona this historic dina into an
English village, complete with costumed carolers. This free event features themed entertainment and
performances, visits from Salnt Nick, and a variety of vendors selling seasona gifts.

‘There's also a Holiday Cockie Tour tool The cookie tour takes you through the historic bed and
breakfasts in the area, and you'll get to see their holiday decorations while enjoying a cookie at each
stop. Sounds yummy!

Wild Amelia Nature Festival

As an island teeming with fascinating ecology, you won't want to miss the Wlld Amelia Nature
Festival that takes place each May.

The festival features wildlife exhibits, conservation exhibits, activities for the kids, a silent auction,
and live music.

Take guitled eco-tours and a narrated river cruise, peruse the eco-expo, and top it al off with a
rehabilitated sea turtle releasel

Amelia Island Jazz Festival
There's no better way to celebrate Jaz2 music than with a visit to the Amelia Island jazz Festival.

The festival features a week of performances by acts both large and small in venues throughout the
community.

Held in October each year, the festival presenis world class jazz in many styles — including swing,
beboz, Dixieland, big band, Latin, and contemporary.

Where to Eat
After a day of adventuring around the island, grab a seat at one of these wonderful restaurants!
We Scream for This Ice Cream

Looking to cool off with a sweet treat?

We can't resist a stop at DeNucei's for some soft serve ice cream every time we visit the island. Their
brightly colored building has a waik-up window, and little playground that the kids will iove.

They have indoor and cutdoor seating, and they serve Nathan's hot dogs, sandwiches, and wraps too.

Snag a Picnic Table at Tasty’s
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1f you're looking for some of the best burgers and shakes in town, you've got to make a stop at Tasty’s
— a gas station turned burger joint, located dawntown.

Tasty's is ali about the burgers and fries, but they also have a couple of local seafood opuons tan!

With plenty of outdoor seating, Tasty's is a great place to stop after a bike ride back from Main Beach
or Fort Clinch |

Perk Up at Amelia Island Coffee

Looking for a caffeine boost? Try Amelia Island Coffee where they have locally roasted coffee,
organic tea, pastries, and breakfast and lunch items.

Located in the heart of downiown Fernandina on Centre Street, AIC is the place to go for free, high
speed internet and friendly conversation.

Lunch Like a Local

Savoring Junch on Cafe Karibo's terrace is a must for any visit to Amelia Island.

Alarge garden patio shaded by huge oak trees makes for a relaxed setting for you to enjoy their
creative, handmade fare. They serve salads and sandwiches for lunch, and have some great seafood
options for dinner.

Consider stopping by for Sunday brunch here to try their Crabby Eggs Benedict, or Kung Pao Shrimp
Soft Tacos.

We love their fresh, bright menu and local brews!
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You'll also find plenty of hote! and motel chaices here — o you're guaranteed to find the one that fits
your needs and budget.

Keep it Natural

check cut the ds at Fort Clinch State Park.

For those who prefer a more rustic

You'll find both full service modern sites and mare primitive areas, and both offer all the beauty of
the park’s natural surroundings.

Pin This Post
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Shap and Savor

Tucket inside an inconspicuous health food store — Nassau Health Foods — is a little local gem, The
Mustard Seed Cafe

Preparing natural, organic daily specials, you can tuck into a bounty of nutritious dishes that taste as
good as they look.

They offer breakfast and lunch, and have a bakery and smoocthies, too. Yegan and gluten-free optons
are available here.

The Pirate Tuck In Courtesy of Riiz-Carltan Amelia (sland

Where to Stay

There are some great options for places to stay in Amelia Island]
Sleep at & Historic B&B

For a true Amelia experience, we recommend staying in cne of mary bed and
where you'll be in walking distance of shops, restaurants, and the river.

Hoyt House is Incated in the histaric district, Blue Heron Inn offers a gourmet breakfast and poal, and
the Amelia Island Williams House combines old world attention to details with modern amenities.

The Fairbanks House is an adult-focused inn so you can totally relaz, the Florida House Inn combines
vintage charm and southern hospitality, and the Addison on Amelia Istand is a remantic place to stay.
You truly cannot go wrong with any of them!

Premium Lodging

1t's no secret that Amelia can easily be a Juxury destination. The island is home to several deluxe
resaits, including the Ritz-Carlton, the Villas of Amelia Island, and Omni Amelia Island Plantation
Resort.
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Nature, history, and culinary adventure await in Northeast Florida
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6 can't-miss Florida beach vacations for
year-round travel

1f you're geaning up for 2 fall getaway of iooking {o use some of your remaining vacanon days this year
Flonda (the southeasiem state in the US) has plenty of famdy.fhendly aflordabie options for you 10
consider These sx Flonda destinations should be at the 1op of your kst since they're known lor their
amazng scenery. exhiarating atmosphere and exceient accommodalions a¥ year long

Pensacola Beach

The westemmost tity in the Florida Panhandie Pensacoia offers mild lemperatures year-round The
sugar-white beaches and lurquise walters that greet visttors m ‘the Clly of Five Flags' are fabulously
pristine and the local restaurant scene wili tantatize your taste buas History buffs wil iove explonng
downtown Pensacola - istoric sites ke Fort Pickens or the Naval Alr Station Pensacola are well worth
checking out

Consiter staying at kid-fiendly beachfron hoteis with muttiple pools and stunning views of ihe Gult of
Mextco

T

| Amelia island CVB Announces New Tourism Incentive Card
Promotion

e AMELIAGISLAND

COME MAKE MEMORIES
AMELIA [SLAND Fla {Jan 4 2021) - The Ameka Island

Convanbon & Vistors Bureau (AICVB) has announced the Ameka istand Tounsm Incentve Card Promotion, a
now pandemic recovery effor designed to boost the dastination’s wilal lourism ndustry by generating shor-{erm
bookungs and increasng traffic and revenue at restausants, shops and other local businesses To be marketed
s “Istand Petks ° the program will provide $100 Visa incentive cards (of parbcipating lodging pariness to include
™ specrl ovemnght accommodaton packages for viskors: Upon check.in, guests who book one of the
packages wil raceve a $100 Visa incentve card which 15 “goolenced” 1o onty allow puichases withun Nassau
County

“We're alwnys looking for now and creabve ways lo support our partners and iocal busmessaes, bul the Istand
Perks program has grown out of the urgent need 10 help our vital tourntsm industry recover from the negatve
mpad of tha pandemac * saxd Gd Langley, President and CEQ of the AICVB "This mnovahve piol program
uthzes new actnoiogy 10 ensure our local businessas and tounsm partiiers will benehl, as we contmue o work
{ogether to strengthen our community and econamy dunng these exiraordinery imes *

For the mmbal pot test of the program the AICVB will purthase 200 of the Visa inceninve cards to be used by
hotal resort, and bod and breakiast partners If i 18 successh, the AICVB has budgeted a futl $100 000 1o
cconsnue the island Perks program

The "istand Perks” promobon will be avadabio to any local holels resorts and bed & breakfast mns that crecte
Bnd promote special overmght packages mcorporating the $100 ncentive cards The caids will be vabd for usa
exclusively ol busnesses within Rassau County 2ip codes, excluding ceriain calegories such as payday
lenders. dating/escort services, massaga pariors. lofienes and gambkng companes, and others

Lodgng partners who ere interested in parhicipating should contact the Ameia Island CVB ai {904) 277-4389 or
sbonkiamebssiand com  The AICVE wl provide updates on “isiend Perks” pariners and program leunch
dates a3 informaton becomes evesiabila
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Panama City Beach

Flonda's Emerald Coast stans at Pensacoia and streiches east along ine Gulf 1o Panama City Beach a
destination that's 3 Ireasure trove of tamily fun Spend the day splashng in the water and buliding
sandcasties along the shore Or rent a Jel Ski for a shot of adrenafine Of nead out on a boat for some
serious Tishing Then relax on one of Ihe piers as you soak in ihe sunsel Don' leave Ihe area without
checking out Shedf Istand. a 7-miiedong  undeveioped barrier istand perfect for shefl coiecting and
spottng coastal creatures i their natural haddat

Amelia Istand

On Fiorida's Atlantic coast head to Amedla istand part of ihe Scutheast's Sea isiands chain of barmier
Islands With postcard-wocthy beaches and impressively tall sand dunes Amedla Istand is 3 dream
estape for people of all ages Besides basking ajong the beach visltors can hit the &nks for some gl

| wstt the Palate Station Bar and have a chat with the bartender - or even the mayor enjoy the fine dnang
options in lown  and espiore some American history at the Covil War-era Forl Cinch State Park

Sarasota

An hour's drive south of Tampa 15 Sarasola. with is own bounty of cuitura: offenngs and lovely sandy
beaches that have eamed they own renown White here you'l wani to make tme o absord the natural
beauty of the Marie Seiby Botanical Gardens

For an upgraded expenence. stay at the Embassy Sutes by Hilon Sarasota an as-sule nolel within
walking disiance of downtown's ively Main Street cormdor

Cocoa Beach

On the other side of the state Is Floniga's Space Coast which inciudes scenic Cocoa Beach also known
as the Easi Coast surfing capital of the US Cocoa Beach has no shortage of actvibes rom Ron Jon Surt
Shop 10 the Brevart Zoo Adventure lovers can jam-pack ihelr days with endeavors or beach bums can
sil back and redax in the sand

Beachside Hotel & Suttes - a newly renovated boutique hotel - I8 the place to stay on Cocoa Beach fs
ielaxed retro vibe mstantty puls you into vacation mode Amendies mclude free beach loys a lazy river
and a pooiside bar

Fort Walton Beach

Back on he Flonoa Panhandie Fort Wallon Beach s a small town with bag cham. The gittenng waters
2nd soft sand make this area idyfx. and there's plenty more in store beyond the shore When you wisit
drop by the Gulfanum Manne Adventure Park, where you can see doiphins. pengums and ahigators

When considenng where 10 stay check out the Hiton Garden Inn Fort Watton Beach nestied oceanside
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GENERAL SPECIAL EVENT
Amelia Island Raising a Glass to Annual Restaurant Week

AMELIAGISLAND

COMF MAKE MEMORIES'

AMELIA ISLAND Fla (Jan 19 2021) - Northeast Flonda's Ameta (siand 15 setling the labls for the annual
Amaha Island Restaurant Week Jan 22 31 Tho 2021 event is a 10-Gay rsland wide culnary celebiation with
special events and fixad lunch and dinnar menus at 27 of the 1sland's most popular and award-winning
restaurants Menus for lunch are just $12 per person_ with dinner menus pnced al ether $21 531 or $4 per
person Al the menus restaurani ksbngs special event mformaton, and dscounted stay packages can be
found ontine at Amatalsiand comiummy

ks 2027 Restaurant Week Events, Menus, Hotel Offers Now Online http fAmeliaisland.com
dpumiry

"In add:bon 1 providing an exceptional dsning expenence lor guosts. avary meal purchased and every event
ekt sold will be a boost for our local restaurants and Lheir empaoyses, which is vitatly importand to the heatth of
‘our communiy * saxd Gil Langley President and CEO of the Ametia Istand Convention and Visitors Bureau
"Amefia tsland has come logethes and taken sleps to rosto a safe and vitng smvronment whost dmors can
1eo! comforiable and enjoy cur diverse dinng scane *

Tha 2021 Restaurant Week lestnvibes wel begn Thursday January 21 at 6 pm with the “Tangent Tastes”
Opening Dinner at the Omni Amelia Island Resort The extravegeni five-course cockiad-paired dinner will
featuze a unique interactive axperienca aflowing guests to chart thew own journey by edding assoried sea
sprays and glazes which have been carefully aafted lo compioment each course Safety prolocots wifl include
social distancing and required faca coverings Tickels are $98 per person

This yeau's restawrant woek will showcaso 27 of the ssland’s most popular restaurants each providng fixed
| manus for lunch. dinnar or both Tha Iist of perticpating feslaurants curiently includes




Amella Tevem Cucing South Mark Restauront |
Arte Piero Woad Fire 8 | Davic?s Resturunt &
Oceanside
Gt Lounge
Bonfom & 8iddy | Espona Restourant & Topes Pogo’s Kitchen |
The Bost House Fokon's Nest Seltigfe Food Shock
Sevtr's Waterwey Cofé islond Kitchen Satty Pefican |
Cofé Karibo Joe's 7 Street Bistro Seogiass
Stony & Song Bookstore |
Conting Loule Logniappe Restauront
Bistro
Captain lock's
LeClos
Smokehouse
Gao trotien Eatery Lecdy Porch
Coost ot The Artz- | The Lobby Bar ot The R~
Cartton Cariton

Wrapping up the 2021 Amolia istand Restaurant Week will be a finale event at The Rilz-Carfon. Ameatia Istand
on Thursday, January 26th at 6 p m | feetunng a lantalzing four-courss dinnar and reception with an Oystors &
Poaris theme A cutmary pretude o the resor’s 30th annaversary, the menu will draw insprabion from the
trachlicnal J0th-annevorsary gifl of peerts, comtuned with coastal traddions Dinner wi legture fresh oystors.
focol shnmp and kocal fish pauod with sparkkng wanes and desserns Tickets range fram §100 to $130 per
person, with a porbon of proceeds banefitting St Mary's Riverkeeper

For a compiete bstng of menus, parkcpabng resisurants. specal event informabion and drscounted hoiel
packages, visil Amehalsiand comyummy

About Amefia lzland

Northeast Flonda’s coastal treasure Amelia Island is a bamer rsiand nch in colorful ustory and breath-teking
nalurat besuty. Amelia island offers long, beauliful beaches, abundani wildife. and prstine waters Upscale
rasorts with wordd class spas championshp golf and excluswve dining blend eflortlessly with a caplwvating
collaciion of bed and breakfast nns and histonc districts Tha island is home to Femandina Beach. once 8
wibrand Viciorian sesport vilage, and now & charming downiown district of eclectic shops, sttrections and
ealenes Forpet the everyday getaway coma meke memonses on Ameha Islend For wisidtor mlormation and
onkne planning. visit Ametalsiand com
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+ Expananca love and kixuwry al The Omni Ametia island Rasart with thew exclusive Romance Offer Guests
can onoy cvarmighil ocoaniront accommodations. two mare bottles of Moat & Chandon Rosé
pawred with 6 sweet freel. lata chock-out and more Vist prmvunolets comMolot.
and-keniry o book

* Whisk your loved ona away for an overmight coastal petaway at Eiizabath Polnts Lodge Their Romance
Packags s complete with a bottle of champagne ;n-room upon armval, a $100 dnmg credit at David s

o

champagne flutes to enjoy as a keepsahe The package starts at just $188 pei night and can be booked by
isiting con -9 kag0- 1

» Treat yous Valonbing to a romantic retreal st the histoncal FairBanks House bed & broakiast Romance
seekers can enoy two special ofless including the Deluxe Romance Package and Ciassic Romance
Packags, foaturing a vanety of and

packages lor more datarls

For a compieia kst of Valentne s Day offers and events on Ameta isiand, and ideas for planmung your romantc
siand getaway. visit amekasiand comivalentmas

* A packagea and specal offers arv based on syavabity Restnctions apply and vary by property. Contact
ndnadusal properves for restnctons and 1o book a packege

(23]

About Amelia Island

Northeast Flonda s coastal ieaswre. Amelia Istand 15 a bamer island nch n colorful fustory and bresth-talang
natural beauty Amelia island offers fong_baautiful beaches, abundant wildlife, and pristne walers Upscala
rasosts with workd-ckiss spas, championship golf and exdusive dining blend effortiessly with 8 capiivating
‘colloction of bed and beekfast mns and histonc dsticts The island s home to Fernandina Beach, once &
wvibrant Viclonan seaport vilage and now a charmung downtown disinct of eclechc shops, atiractons and
eatenes Forpet the everyday gelaway come meke memcnes on Amebn island For visitor information end.
ontine plannng visit Amekatsiand com

Sernanding Observer
ioie 2R

THINGS TO DO
Sweet Valentine's Day Packages Create Season of
Romance on Amelia Island

Jenuary 29, 2021

AMELIAGISLAND

COME MAKE MEMORIES'
Media Reisase

AMELIA ISLAND, Fla (Jan 27 2021) - Couples will enjoy a romantxc rendezvous tins Valentine's Day on
beautiul Ameka 'stand_ requiarty votad among the most romantic getaways m the United States Whether
hungry fos outstanding cusina of longing for a retaxng escape for two. Amela Island has creeted eight
satistying sweetheart deals o 121 i love with

« Rocharge end reconnadt at the Blue Heron Inn_ a 18th-contury home bansformed into a beautitud bed &
breekiasl n Amela Istand’s hisboric Victorian villago With the Hepeless Romantic Package, couples enyoy
8 compkmentary fresh foral bouguat, bottle of champagne, and chocolate covered strawbemes with a two.
mght mmemrm stay batwoon Fob 12 and Feb 15 Call {R04] 445-9034 to book your reserveuon Use special
code VAL2021

« Colebiate your specal occasion at The Addlaon on Ametia Island, a stunning iamily-1un bed & breakiast

designed with comion in mind. Lovers wi 8ppreciato the Romance Package which leatures a bouquel of

roses a chiled bottle of Premeer Champegne, and 8 but end cheese piatier upon airval After breakiast the

folowng day, guests can unwind with a 1-hour coupies massage, then use a $60 gift ceruficate fos a

romantc dinner at one of their partnes restaurants {Burkngame, David's. Espena, Joa's 2nd Street Bistro of

Le Cios) n Lhe downtown historic distnct Afso at The Addson, tho inBedF e

cuddio with your sweetheart while ndulging in e 3-course gourmet bresklast and mimosas in bed on

Valenime's Day moming. A special treat upon armval inchxies chocolate long stem roses Visd

‘addsononamena com/specials to reserve

Valenbne's Day can be celebraied 1he entre month of February at the elegent end intimate Hoyt House

Upaon errival, lovebirds who book the Valentine’s Amore Packagewil be greoled with a gounmat dessen

board of dark chocolates and fresh beries, a boltie of wine end 8 dozen roses Packages begin at just $195

Pper nigitt and can be bookod by visting (ryihouty com Use special code AMORE

HAYWORTH

Where to Take a Romantic RV Excursion This
Valentine's Day

An Amercan Cooch RV'S luxe Joyout. (Courtesy American Coach)

By jennifer McKee

want to strike out on the road for a fresh air, socialty-distanced. Valentine’s Day? t uxury RY
enthuslasts can lock b American Coach for a memorable affair as \hey drive through some of
America’s most romantic destinations

Fhe brand is ¢ ing its 30th y and has won industry awards for tavsh
design features such as kitchens with black stainess steel appliances. quartz rountertops with
watertall edges and bedrooms with articulating mattresses, spa showers and his and her sinks

Here are the Top 5 romantlc destinations that made American Coach's list, all six hours or less
from Augtrstd




St Augustine, Fiorida

Founded by the Spanish in 1565, St Augustine is the oldast city in the United States It became a
vacation destusation after Henry M Flagler a founder of Standary Qil, sought to create o new
American Riviera, Thus. several luxury resorts popped up. such as Hotel Ponce de Leon, which
is now Flagier College: Hotel Alcazar which is now the Lightner Museum: and Hatel Cordova.
which is now Hetel Casa Monica The city's Histeric District is imbued in Glided Age romance,
withc streets. hidden ¢ Y omate fountalns and grand

For Rvers spending the nignt. tha Compass RV Resort offers full haok-up, a patlo, swireming
pool. thness center nature trali and spadous dog park.

Amelia Island, Florida

A 90-minute drive north of St Augustine is Amelia istand. 13 miles of rolkng dunes and pristing
seashore that oazes relaxation What could be more romantic than a sunrise horseback ride on
the white sand beach” It's worth getting up early for. You can always doze later during & juxe
couples treatment from the Omnt Resort Continue your one-of-3-kind day into evening with
dinner at 5alt at the Riz-Cariton, one of the only Five Diamond restaurants in Florlda and where
you can book the chef's table in the kitchen

Enjoy the beauty and histury of Fort Clinch State Park when you stay at its Ameia River
Campground The diverse 1,400-acre park has maritime hammocks with massive fve oaks that
offer a stunning backdrop for hiking, tuking and wildllife vieving. Many of the RV spots lead
directly to bank fishing.
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COUPLES WEEKEND IN AMELIA ISLAND
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WHERE TO STAY IN AMELIA ISLAND
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AMUTIA AL AMONM  ACTERADEY  TRI Arwiwd

Ml SVl
Remote Field Trip

€ saraary 26 207

Are your children Itching (o get out of the house and outside as part of their virtual
education? The Ritz Cariton Amelia Island has with coral reef

the Reef Instturte, to offer an exciting, five-day Barrier island Ecology Fiekd Trip. The
tnstructor-led class is for school-age children. it 1s designed to complement earth-
science studies and foster a passion for both marine ecology and biology. Your children
will witness and exgplore the native dune ecasystem by kayak and boat to sample and
study the reglon’s complex water system and estuaries They will also examine the local
waldlife, Jearn about wave systems, do a microscopic analysis of beach wildhfe, and
more. The course dates are February 21-26, March 21-25, or Apnt 19-23, The
program includes teacher fees, course materials and supplies, breakfast. lunch snacks
and more. Hotel stays are additional, but 1he resort has a dedicated study room for
children. While your children are engaging in science, parenis can enjoy great golf,
tennis, spa, iIndoor and outdoor pools, fine dining, bike rentals, and more!
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COUPLES WEEKEND IN AMELIA ISLAND
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Valentine's Day Plans Around the ® e
State [PV s
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By Rebecca Fending

If you're lookng to make plans for Valentne's Day, look no furthee Whether you and your
sweetheart prefer the dassic dinner date or are kookng for adventure, there's na shortage of
things to do in Florida

Valentine's Weekend Trip Ideas

Are you wanting to move away from the ciché and pressure of Valenbine's Day dinner? You
may want to think about induiging in 3 weekend trip with your beau mnstead!
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) mratter what gitts vou give (o
e this holiday seuson, spendin@ic with those

Amelia Istand
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With the magical enchantment of bright, open and quiet beaches with soft sands, Avnohs

island is & place for lovers and escapsts atke. So much so, the sland's website hasits own
dedicated guide to planning your romantc top. From horseback riding on the beach, to go¥,
to kayalang or even just a sunset stro, uawind and rekindle your romance at Amefa Island
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Top 10 “Must Visit” Beaches in
Florida

Floste On Decamber 3 2020 ty Witlam P | 3595 Views | 44 M

1%

Among many things, Florida ts known for its year-round beach westher, white-sand
beaches. and clear coastal waters. When combined, those three attributes create a
blissful scene along Florida's coastline and make them a “must visit” when passing
through the Sunshine State.

‘With over 1,300 miles of coastline. 663 of which qualify as beaches, it's hard to avoid
wisiting st least one beach when you visit our beautiful state Whether you re iocking to
wvisit 8 beach where the Gutf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean meet. looking for a more
secluded beach or a busy beach like a scene out of Baywatch, Flonda has it all

There are toc many beaches to choose from, 189 official beaches to be exact, but we
have decided to hightight a unique top 10 list of beaches scattered throughout the state
for all types of beach goers, The list includes some popular. well-known beaches. some
secluded and hard to get to beaches, and some that made the list.

In no particular arder, these are our must visit beaches in Florida:

Amelia Island Beach - 32 N Flatcher Ave, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Fernandina Beach on Amelis island, Florida - Courtesy: Shutterstock-Photo by
Madison Y Photo

- This smali island 15 home ta meny beaches, the address above will take you to Main
Beach Park in spedific. but we are just using it as a general reference cause all the
beaches here are amazingl Situated just north of Jacksonwille. you get residents at the
northemmost point of the state and a mix of southern twang. Not too crowded and &
sbightly older crowd depending on where you look. But don't let this deter you from
wisiting this absolute Atlantic water gem. Whichever beach you deade to wisit in the
area, we promise you won't regret it. More warm waters and clean sand, what more can
you ask for? Roughly 82 degrees Fahrenheit year round and relatively unaffected by
major storms, you can find sand dunes up to 40 feet high and 13 mules of pure quartz
sand

Learn more at One Enchanted Island — Amelia Island, Fionda

Remember, there's mare than just going to beaches in Florida. We ve atso covered some
of the best state parks and camping grounds as welt! And you can't forget the
amusement parks! We hope you enjoyed our List, bul feel free to visit more than what
we have listed!

There's plenty to do here in Florida, and whather you ara visiting Florida or a
resident that wants to see something new, at Florida Insider we have you covered
with travel, history, natitre, and more!

Note — State and National Parks do have fees to enter, check the links attached for more
information about fees to enter the parks
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WHAT’'S NEW IN FLORIDA
FOR 2021

Fiorida is gearing up for 2021 with a wide array of new hotels, attractons
restaurants, not Lo mention a rocket launch of two From a new state-of-the-
3t goit cowse to an adrenaline-fitked roflercoaster nde and a new
Margantavile in Jacksonville, hese's a small sampling cf the new and
natable

AMELIA ISLAND

The new year brings new hotels to Ametia Istand Opening in spring 2021
the Courtyard by Marmott and Springhilt Surtes by Marrott - located inthe
main beach area cf Femandma Beach and operating under one roof - vall
share four storeys and 239 guest rooms, along with a spacious pool and
outdoor area, and a state-of -the-art meeting and event space

FORT MYERS

With six new hotel properties under construction, The Beaches of Fort Myers
& Sanibel is set to add 671 guest rooms by the end of 2021 They jon the
newly opened 243-room Lununary Hotel & Co, which pays tnibute 1o the
neighbourhood's electric lustory nearty 134 years after Thomas Edison put
down toots in The City of Paims”
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Ten Ultra-Romantic Road Trips By
Car Or Recreation Vehicle—Safe,
Scenic, Sensual

", LeaLene ContnbusscO ® |
Tt
A wimning »

f  Hit the open road with your Valentine (and masks and hand sanitizer!) to
explore romantic road staps in the privacy of your car. Or consider an RV,
including Amercan Coach, an ultra Juxury brand which recommends RV resorts
and parks near romantic destinations

Each 'Romantic Stop’ below focuses on the outdoors, and offers scenic drives,
sensual allure, and idyilic scenery. (But due to the pandemic, do confirm hotrs of

for parks, and other and activities. Rules may

change.)

HAYWORTH



Amelia Island, FL A 90-minute drive south is Amelia 1sland, with 13 miles of
rolling dunes and pristine seashore.

Horseback ride at sunrise on white sand, where seashells include great heart
cockles, sand dollars, and olives. At the Omni Resort, try a Swedish massage or
cleansing facial, and consider booking the chef's table in the kitchen at Saltat the |
Ritz-Carlton, one of the enly five-diamond restaurants in Florida. A sunset cruise
shows spectacular oranges, pinks, and reds, to end a romantic day.

RVers will find numerous RV resort options

insurance company ceriainly, the first insurance u;m;-:;n) ~period -depending on

who you ask. That was Jacksonville's Afro American Life Insurance Company.

The heyday of American Beach lasted until 1964. That year, Hurricane Dora
hysically d d the ity and the signature of the Civil Rights Act
finally forced beaches around the state and the South to integrate.

For three decades in between, American Beach welcomed thousands of visitors
each year, many of them traveling hundreds of miles seeking “a place for
recreation and relaxation without humiliation *

As police officers were storming into the surf with batons as nearby as St.
Augustine, Florida, 60 miles south, dragging Black protestors engaging in “wade-
ins" out of the water at whites-only beaches, American Beach offered a beacon of
hospitality.

“Relaxation without humiliation.” Or Brutalization. Or Incarceration

“It was like Pinocchio when he went to Pleasure Island and just did everything
that he wanted to do and just had so much fun,” Marsha Dean Phelts, author of
“An American Beach for African Americans,” a history of American Beach, said
when interviewed on the “Welcome to Florida” podcrast in June of 2020.

Phelts was born and raised in nearby Jacksonville, vacationed at American Beach
during its peak and moved to Amelia Island for good in 1988

“Coming to the beach was a place where you were wanted and you felt the way
you felt when you went into your big mama's house-nothing is going to go
wrong-coming te the beach my whole life was sooo much fun,” Phelts recalled
on “Welcome to Florida.” *Back then, when family came, it wasn't just your
family that lived around the corner and down the street. Uncle Freddie came
from Philadelphia-1VOW?, that’s wonderful-Annabelle came from Tallat
there was just a whole lotta’ people.”

Evervone who experienced American Beach first-hand through the 40s and 508
remembers the crowds. Families. Church groups.

‘A Place For Recreation And
Relaxation Without Humiliation,’
American Beach On Amelia Island,
Florida

Chadd Scott contibutor & ()
TR
Tomer the irtersection of oxt and! trezel.

Nata Dune the taltest dune in Florida, at American Deach on Amells tsland  mOWTH 710804 | AND THAT
“A place for recreation and relaxation without humiliation.”

Those were the words of Abraham Lincoln Lewis describing American Beach, the
first resort in Florida purpose built to welcome Black visitars which he helped
found in 1935.

Lewis is widely considered Florida’s first Black millionaire. His fortune came

Scarcely a car or person can be found there most days now, save for the
contractors and builders putting up new luxury homes and the landscaping
crews

Recently bullt Larury beach front homas at

Phelts especially remembers school trips to American Beach. The entire school
went. Her anticipation the week leading up and night before was almost too
much to bear.

“We'd get into the bus and it was at the end of the (school) year, we'd come in

dministrators came, and the

May-everybody came, the teachers came, the
cafeteria prepared your Junch which means everybody had the same thing,”
Phelts remembers “At school, you had bologna and somebody else had ham, but
coming to the beach picnic, everybody had the same delicious fried chicken and
lemonade and the super-sweet thing about coming to the beach was that you
eould go into the water.”

While most everything else bas changed at American Beach since those days, the
“waler™-the beach-remains the same. A wide, soft, flat stretch of finely ground
sand looking out over an endless expanse of sparkling Atlantic Ocean




Another p

3 hed from the glory days is Little
NaNa Dune. Thanks to its acquisition on January 13, 2021 by the North Florida
Land Trust for $1.255 million, Little NaNa Dune will forever be spared from the
development which has scraped parts of American Beach to the ground for
vacation homes and remains the greatest threat to the community’s past and
future.

January 13 was symbolically chosen for the acquisition date to honor the legacy
of MaVynee Betsch, A.L. Lewis’s great-granddaughter, who lived at American
Beach and was known affectionately as “the Beach Lady.”

Betsch was a champion for the preservation of American Beach, an effective one.

Phelts remembers her as a “busy body” who could aggravate not only Nassau
County officials into p ing the landscape, but her neighbors as well,
admonishing them about cutting their grass and reducing the “forage” available
for the threatened gopher tortoises which call the area home.

Evans Rendezvous, the nightclub at American Beach, “that was the heartbeat,”
Phells says. Cab Calloway played there. Ray Charles. James Brown.

They were among the many celebrities to visit, a list which included boxing
champion Joe Lewis, baseball’s Hank Aaron, author Zora Neale Hurston and
activist Mary McLeod Bethune.

Evans Rendesvous at Amancan Beach today  emsss scorr

Duck's Hotel and Restaurant at Amezican Beach todey. oz scomy

Overhead view of Littla NaNa Dune st Amer.can Deach acquired by the Nartn Florida tand Trustan )
NOETH P08 38 LMD TRT

Phelts recalls Betsch placing signs around NaNa Dune warning of “Danger!
Snakes!” to discourage people from climbing it which results in great damage.

*“She was much loved by the people on the Beach,” Phelts said. “That was her

»

dune.

The NaNa Dune system, of which Little NaNa is a part, is the tallest remaining
dune system in Florida

American Beach, however, was more than a beach, more than a dune.
Much more.

“American Beach was, and is, a teensy, weensy town, and it was a town that
welcomed its people,” Phlets said. “There were lodging places such as the A L.
Lewis Motel, there was Duck’s Inn, but anybody who had a house, they would
rent you a room in the house, and buses would come from Atlanta (300 miles
awny) as if it was just crossing the bridge to get here—there were so many people
from Atlanta-and from Alabama. The community was so happy to have you
because it meant that (everyone who) the motel and the lodging places couldn’t
put up, they were knocking on your door-they welcomed you and would rent you

aroom.”

Visiting American Beach today reveals both “before® and “after.” After its glory
days during Jim Crow. Before what will hopefully become a dynamic

d is abandoned and boarded up. Duck’s has been
condemned. Both stand feet from multi- million doltar residences.

Evan’s R

Squint hard, though, and imagine what this place could be. The bones are still
here, creeky and run down, but extant.

With vision from local leadership working in collaboration with residents, you
d again. C

gardens and parks could occupy the still numerous non developed lots. A new
Duck’s.

can almost hear live music coming from Evan's R

And people.
People from all over

Wide pedestrian avenues with families, kids eating ice cream cones, food trucks,
artists, ic bathers and bird hers. Tourists seeking history and
culture.

American Beach has a story which can’t be manufactured. Authenticity

1t's quiet here now, but this place wants to sing. American Beach wants to dance.
This place, ualike so many of the Civil Rights landmarks arcund the nation
tourists seek out wasn't consecrated by blood and terror, it was consecrated by
joy.

A place for recreation and relaxation without humiliation.

To donate in support of North Florida Land Trust’s acquisition of Little NaNa
Dune, visit its Amelia Forever campaign.

The American Beach Museum is temporarily closed due to COVID-19.
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‘A Place For Recreation And Relaxation Without
Humiliation,” American Beach On Amelia Island,
Florida

“A place for and rel without humil ". Those were the words of
Abraham Lincoln Lewis d bing ican Beach, the first resort in Florida purpose-

built to welcome Black visitors which he helped found in 1935. Lewis is widely considered
Florida’s first Black millionaire His fortune eame after starting the state's
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15. AMELIA ISLAND, FL

Established in 1562, Ameiia Island is e timeless ¢ity with rich history. It's home to more than 13
miles of quiet beaches, next-level golf courses, shore excursions and & historic district replete
with ghost tours '}, art d ot Looking for a slice of heaven?
Head to Fernendina Beach for date night and explore the spark!ing shoreline.

‘Where to stay: The Riz-Carlton Amelia Istand is worth the sphurge bere With more than 300
rooms and four restaurants, plus on-site tennis, an unbelievable spa and an 18-hole golf course,
we woukdn't blame vou if you naver left the resort’s grounds.
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The 16 Most Charming Small
Towns in Florida

Dy wir Feb.az,snz

We're all for a quick escape from Miami, especially when it itrvolves a visit to one of Florida's
quaint small towns. Many of them revolve around a beach, and all of them will guarentze you a
few days filled with sunshine, charm and relaxation. Here, our 16 favorite small towns in Florida.

1. ST. AUGUSTINE, FL

Established more than 450 years ago, this northemn Florida town is as charming as it is old (we
mean thatasa }. Locsted on the River, St Is with
history Intertwined with European flalr and Southern Roam cobbl

lined with palm trees and take in the Spanish Rensissance Revival-style architecture.

HAYWORTH
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7 Last Minutc Socially Distant Valenline’s Day Getaway Idcas

LOOKING FOR A ROMANTIC VALENTINE'S DAY GETAWAY FOR YOU AND YOUR
PARTNERT

8Y KIMBERLY WA SON - FEBRUARY 10, 201

Haven't made your Valentine's Day plans yet? With the most romantic day
of the year fast approaching, there’s no better gift to give than a weekend
getaway (during 's Day to escape from
everyday life and cherish quality time with one anather. And If the ticking
clock has you in a panic, don't worry — there's still time to book great
options for a tast-minute romantic retreat!

Looking for a romantic Valenline’s Day getaway for you and your partner?
Whether you're opting for adventure or choose to relax in bed for 3-days
straight, hera are saven options for any type of couple.

1 Napa Valley, CA

| From picture-perfect and to qulet
weekends away from the bustie of the dly, there's nothing quite like a Napa
Valley escape to reconnect. With Vatentine's Day right around the comer, Napa
Valley hotets, wineries. restawrants and retall shops are ready to roH out the red
carpet for couples who have been sheftered at home and are craving a
romantic escape.




(—)_3 Amelia Island, FL

A 90-minute drive from St Augustine is laid-back Ametia Island with its 13
mites of roiling dunes and pristine seashore. Its picturesque beaches are a.
perfect backdrop for togetherness. Start the day with a sunrise horsebiack ride
on the white sand beach that ribbeons the Atlantic Ocean For couples’
pampering, visit the Omni Resort or make a reservation at Sait at the Ritz
Cartton, one of the anty five-diamond restaurants in Florida, and consider
booking Lhe chel’s table In the kitchen, At the end of the day, take a sunset
cruise to catch the spectacular oranges, pinks, and reds as the sun dips behind
the horizon

eI WP aTea
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# Perry Harvey, St Park
Orando

= Zora Neate Hurston National Museum and Weils' Buit Museum of Alrican Amesican History
and Culture

Ametia Istand

* Williams House
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GREAT DAY Liv

Explore black history in the
sunshine state

Lauren Gay from the Outdoorsy Diva blog joined us with several
recommendatlons.

o 00
10t AM EST Februay 23, 2021

tocr 90:TL AM ST Fobruary 23, 202t

SAINT PETERSBURG, Fia. — Don't let February pass without taking in some lack history. Take
a trip back In time to discover the Underground Rallroad or The Chltlin’ Clrcuit, without ever
leaving Florida. t.auren Gay from the Outdoorsy Diva blog joined us with several
recommendations For a fult list of visit com/black history in
flarida cities

S1, Augustine

= Fort Mose State Park and Lincolnvilie Museum and Cultural Center

YWORTH
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Orlando, it’s not, but small-town Florida has its own
magic

Tempted to see it for yourself, once it's safe to travel again? Here's what you'll encounter.
L} Gxtn Carvsoniwe. raEn Rra [ ] f v @ .u

o

:;I—hl--wwwl‘bn..w 3 ol you “digrirs, vl G ot G St b el i et DN
Cigar bass. Sovth Beach., Cinderella. Tor Brady (sigh. Those are some of the thing that spring 0 mind when
one thinks “Florids.*

This is not that Florida.

A road trip fro Dl reveals a landscape of borre fa ety burgs with
nary ¢ downtown, rmach less s crystal castle. This i where Flosida's wild, green soul eomes out to play A few

tninntes of paddling a kaysk wil rxnsport you to 8 fern-fringed lagoo of frolicking dolphins a3d crystaltine
speiugs, more porgeous than enything Disoey's lmagineers could dreem up

Tempted 10 ses it for yourself, once it's safe to travel again? Here's what you'll encoanter
Fernandina Ueach: Pirates, hipples, and charm to spare

Located off Florida's nocthwast coest, thirty mizrutes from Jacksomvile, Amelia Iskand isnt a secret. Cond# Nast
Travcler bas namad It emong t top 10 “best istands® i the United States. But there's more to e story thaa
upecale rusorts and besches. The iskand's matn city, Fernaadina Beach, is a5 vibrent as « Florida sunset, thanks
to 1 50-block Listaric district tined with well- maitaiond Victorien buildings (ts history b just ss cobarful,
peoplad with pirates, Glidsd Ags a5d shrizmpers. Soak up the vibe tn the Palace Saloon
(c. 1903), which billsitself a3 the cldest bet tn Florkda. Former mayor Johnny MEler is a bartender thore. s 3ig be
‘maintatned while tn office. Writer Jobn Grisham has a home bere, toa.

HAYWORTH




“Hipphes and cowboys oo exist here,” a residest 10k ua as we poked sround Fernendina Besch, “People laod an
the ialand, and they never leave.”

e with tive cak inchuding a street built with a splil in the middle to

There's a state park worlh visiting on both etds of the island. At the soutbern tip, Amelix [sland Slata Park offecs

a fun option: barseback tidiag on the beach. On th with o

Lsland, Fort Clinch Stats Park is 2 plnmemy spot far kiking, camping, and birding at the eite of a 19th-cantury
masanry fort

You doa't bave ta go far to find solirude and A paddBag exearsios off Walker's Landing at
Omoi Amelia Tsland Plantation rovesls a pracefil world of ssltmaessh and bayoes. Think daiphina and shore
birds, oot Jet Skls. “Peogle & ize tat thi bere,* sud Jubn Putrino,

Top spols tu sizy xod eal. The 402 room Omnl Amelia Estand Plantativo Resort

(ronw.omnbotely coos ‘wseliaisland, from $199) ts a kool landmark, with shopping, dining, golf, a nature
eenter and kids' eamp. Timoti's Seafood Hmetis. Jocal sesfood
aad terrific salads (figs + feta + blackened fish - yum.) Lagni: (rww. cam), located near
the resart, wins raves for updated Franch Creole menn.

wwwamelisvland com

sccommodats an encsent specinen. A bicvele tour s  fizn way to explors. Riptide Watarsports
{nw.riplid ided] Iours and besch biloy rentals. Amung otber sites, you'll see s home

mada of tabby {an oyster shell mitture) and the Bafiey house, Eamously festanned with antiqne carousel horaes
Uzat the awness found In its altie.
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and wven upcoming collections!
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BEYONDFIT MOM

FAMILY TRAVEL: OUR AMELIA ISLAND ESCAPE

JANUARY 22 2904
PBoadFit Family travel: Aselis 1slisd Editiont
Last weekend wo had the chance ta escape getaway with our family to Omui Amelia Island Plantation.
With natural baauty and southern eharm, itsa littla piece of paradiss and the photos doa't do it fustica..

‘You have to visit and experience ht first hand!

RESORT - -

AMELIA ISLAND: WHERE TO STAY
We bad the best stay a8 Timol Arell [ st and enjoyed beautiful visws of ccean-topping sunrises
and spectacular smsets over graen salt marshes. The 1,350-acre Omni Amelia laland Resart offers superior
accoramodations and activities and Florida's most baaatifel natural surroundings.

Weloved their azmaring pools, and the furnishad baleony was perfect for morning eoffes and ocaan views!

AMELLA [STAND: WHAT TO EAT

We had so many wonderful meals during our stay on Amelia Idand.
Here were a few of our favorites_.
Brunch at Marche Burette

From hearty breakfasts to homemade ios ereams, 31archi flurette is the market/deli of your dreares. Step back
in time 2t this grocery and wine shop featuring gourmet products from French Farm, Savannah Bee Co-
Pelican Bay, Peterbrooke Chocolates, Nancv’s Candy and more!

For brunch, we highly recommend the brunch tower aad giant cookies!

Lunch at Timot!'s Seafood Shaek

Timot e Fro Giuk is dedicated to serving frash local and wild-caught seafood e Amelia Tefand. Timot's is
passionate about serving the freshest locally procured ingredients available while supporting the local
fishermen, farmers, and brewsns. Guests onder their meals a1 a window and can dine outside in a fun
atrmasphere. Favorita menu items incdinda shrimp, oysters, fish, dams, lobhster rolls and fish tacos.

£ =




Dinner at Salt Life Food Shack

Salt L2fe Food Stack offers a carefully crafied eclectic meny 1o cater 10 all tastes and petscrulities and provides
the perfect locale far beach goers to enjay great dishes, cool drinks and the opportunity to catch up with family
and friends. The casual yet trendy open-air space will accommaxdate all types from the avid seaman to fand
Iovers looking for a taste of the Salt Life. So bask in the life and poll upa stool Eat Drink And Be Salty

AMELIA ISLAND: WHAT TO DO
CUMBERLAND ISLAND TOUR WITH AMFLIA ISLAND RIVFR CRUTSE
Take a River Cruise

We took what is one of our most popalar tours: the Curberland Istand Tour with

This excursion offers an extensive and rich kistory of Amelia and Cnmsheriand Island with views of wildiife
along the way We cnisad by Fernandina's shrimp boats, historic Old Towne and Fr. Clinch to the wild horses
of Cumberland Island. The boys loved Estening 1o histerians as they shared the colorful staries that defioe the
character of this uniqua part of the werld. Reservations are recommended.

BMint-Golf Adventure

Gregar MacGreger's Mun Links % Drinks cotabines some of Florida's favorite pastimes: a round of golf, a tasty
drink, and beaatiful scenery in the heart of histaric Fernandina Baack. Right now, wu're creating a tush garden
putt putt course, a beachy bar, and cool, comfy patio to exjoy with friands. Now open!

Splash tn the Poal or Walk on the Beach

Splash in the poot or take a walk an the beach and enjoy the beautiful scenery. From shell huating to wave
jurpiog, just make sure you're wearing yoar Csbaga Life for [1PF 50+ protection all day long!

f v S =

AMELIA 1SLAND: WHAT TO PACK
Speaking of what to wear make sare you park your Cabana Life for UPF §o+ protection, no matter the
sexson you're planning your visit. Our family packing checklist indludes:

» Trunks & Rash Guanls sets (for ded and boys) to keep both my big and Eittle guys protected in son, sand and
surf. Tha nylon/spandsx rash-guard offers 50+ UV Protection for the Lfs of the garment. The UPF 5o+ bavs
and mens swim trunks are mads of quick-dry micro6ber

» Swimsuit 2nd Beach Pants (far mom) alip into this new paperbag waist trouser pant for a relaxing on the
baleony as you drink your tmarming coffee. The fabric is soft, Istroas and lightweight, providing the perfect
drape look. The removabls sash adds an extra fun feel that belps to make the perfect fit. Pairs perfoctly with
the matching Tassel Blouse or swim top far a complete bead t e ensamble to had from the beach o
Tunch or dinner!

» Coverups and dresses for strolling around tows, and my favorite Cabana [ife Spart Zip Polo for sunset
beach walks. . with the perfect combo of sporty and stylish, this will be your new go-to topt This Solid Nnvy
Sport Zip Folo feels graat, looks fabulous & goes everywhere you do, incinding the water. This long sleeve
top is made from our huxurious, wicking sport knit fabric.
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50 Best Coastal Towns In
The United States

With the warmer mer.ths just around the comen many of us are itching fot a coastal escapa. And
with over 95,000 miles of shorefing in the. Ltherp are coundess beach towns that make
for perfect getaways. Whethes e more of in New England sphern with
peaceful shores and quaint bghthouses or boho Pacfic vibes with rock-hewn shores and wikd
foresta. thark's something for everyone. 50 grab your fvourite beachwesr and a good book; these
are the s constal towns in the United Stats

50 of the Most Best Coastal Towns in the United
States

25. Amelia istand, Flonda

Set on Horida's northern Atlantic Falf this cRen-cverkooked but well- worth it vacay spot 1s st what
the docter orderad \vhy? Well you've gt countless unspolit beaches and pristioe. uncrowded
beaches at your ditposal Plus loads of other goodies i d-class goifing, sward -winnieg spas
and a tich hiztory that pulls the Tmebess charm of Ameka all together

Carmel-by-the-Sea, California

Camel-by-the-Sea in California is famous for its white-sand beaches. It hugs
the Pacific Ocean some miles south of San Jose

it has some amazing accommeodation options for you You have an adventure
awalting your arrival In this part of Callfomia

Sedona, Arizona

Have you been lo Sedona in Arizana? Healers and mystics love Sedona’s
red-rock formations. These rocks are believed to be home la vortexes

‘You can hike In gorgeous spots like Cathedral Rock and Bell Rock
in the night, you can view constellations during a romantic getaway

Spa services and dining can be held in places like the L'Auberge de Sedona's
cottages and suites

Fernandina Beach, Florida

Fernandina Beach Is among the warm-weather American resort towns you
can visit in Florida The Sunshine State has this vacation gem

The town resort has a pronounced Victorian architecture in its historic district
The town has a former four-room schoolhouse and Amelia Schoolhouse Inn
for overnight stays

Horseback riding is available for thase who want to explore the destination.

Palm Springs, California

You can make use of wanm-weather American resort towns itke Palm Springs
in California for your vacation

The town has a recently renovated lodge and a splashy modem resort for
pure relaxation and comfort. The La Serena Villas brings the beautiful
Mediterranean scene to the town

You can hike the Indian Canyons, which Is the anclent residence of the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilia Indians

[]
"sBlogarama [
Z5 Biog Owectory  Submit Your Blog  Blogging Jobs  Contact Us Log in | Sign up

10 Warm-Weather American Resort Towns to
Visit

Do you know warm-weather American Resart Towns you can visit? The
United States of America has some amazing Resort Towns that are warm
even during winter.

These warm-weather American resort towns are enticing and offer visitors
many adventurous things to do when they visil

For those who are not a fan of cozying up by the fireptace of skiing, they
should consider traveling south during the winter period

From California to Florida, and , Including states (ke
Georgia, Arkansas, New Mexico, Missouri, North Carolina, and Arizona, are
some of the piaces to visit.

Beautiful warm-weather American resort
towns

Here is a list of some of the warm-weather American resort lowns you can
visit when winter bites hard

B ST PP EE U TR - ... T RCY

Socially Distant Getaway in Amelia Island, Florida
Febnsry 19 0L

By Cortney Fries

L3 8 drvable, tmal abundant fresh aif acthaties, Ameda lstand, Floride, may
De st what you're lochung for. A barmier Istand off the nartheast edge of Flondas Atiantic coast, Arnet:a tslend offers 3 relaxed
escape with 13 miles of Guartz beaches, AAA Five Diamond Rit?-Carton Ameita Island, AAA Four Diamond Omni Amela Islend

Rescrt, plerty of prhvate Qoit, several siate pasks, beach horseback ddes and
even hang giiding
g for auip oy & smalles deztination wil love Amelia tsland.”

says Amy Boek of the Amefia Istand Convention and Visitors Buresu "Plus, we aiso experience mild winters and fall*

) have 0 sgree. My famely of four has visted Amel times. two pre-pand dung
nd id back & vs back. 1019, festivals and everts have been
ancetied have been etepped up. However, the relared, natural vibe and gertte kure of

the Atantic Ocean remaing




Five gott el both tothe sport Visuslly stunning lendscapes.
and oak {ned takways designed by some of the best Golf archrtects make & 3 true golfers paradise

cuntight shuning. & cool andt the gertle and suef enesth you
Amebia stand s one of fow places where you can tde horscbeck on the besch. My daughter and | refshed the ide with
The told s thet Lhesr bus 20 percent since the pandemc, a3

peopie are seeking unique outdocs experiences. Suneise andd sunsed tours ane spectacular fimes 1 take in the sun saying hello
| 10the bright blue sky or biddng pdiet with & Inst ciance acToss the pink hortzon.

New i 2020, The R) front ef andbat and coastal
dishes ke ceviche snd tapes that nod 1o Ameks The the fire pris, swing
chairs, and views ol s ond sangrta

canoe, kaysk, chanter hahing vessels
We've takrn the tour s fascinating 10 see. and hear ot

1 Gene, the awner a7 pHol, recomemends 40
mitute tours, where you aborve and salely Trom your powes hang gikde with 8 huge g
spread acoss your face.

Teens and 92t 8 Aick ot of rofkng around on an electric o
You bikes, segways and golf carts from many vendors acsass the siand
My farmbly recommends Ameiats Wheels, whiere snd pedaled around f scenic delights,

past pristine golf courses s 1 3 fabxsous nch o Marche Buretie at the

Fort Chnch Stae Park, Ameta Py olfes 10 so8k In some
Northe st Florida nsture and history. Amedla Izland is the only se in the United States that has been uncer the fiaga of exght
ditferent nations. Explore & Civil War-era fort or comb the beach for sharks” teeth 81 Fort Chnch Stte Pack. Amelia tslond State
Pork was bamimang with recreationst fishermen on the day that we visied Fernanding Plaza Historc State Park it & smell
park with an ocean view, rd e green from the PlppiL the street.

S0l the Nistonc dovmiown distnct i Fudge for some pe ke creamy

fudge that you €0 enjoy on & park bench cutzide. Swing for & round of mei gof with 3 cocktal at
See 1 you get spocked on an everng |sunt with

Ana The Rtz Caron 30 anniversary In 2021 with renovated rooms and

Butes, three new restaurants. refseshed meetng apaces and 1 sppropriats for this social distancing era Remote
15352 studies and Personal Wellness Retreats for those seeking weys o
adapt and retas fe and wnicty covin-19

AAA Fou Dismond O Amelta Istand Resort aiso featunes villas o vacation homed Lo provide supreme privacy fof you
and your pandermic bubble. Cook Up 80me of your own meels, have access Lo 4 washer and dryer, yet St take advantage of

| the ighvend amenimies available ot the resort, Be golt tennls, kevurious pocls snd besches
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188 Spanish and Postuguese mek g Qerden that
dine in, Thetr 23 he iried (3 scrape up every lest
4r0 of tive savory £200e Ameia siand is the binthplace of the madem shrimping indusiry and £5pna s & wonderful
restourant to dine on these fresh crustaceans.

For a more casual bite, siop by where you can munch on witd caught seafood in baskets with fries and
hushpuppies of iry 18cos. poke bowls, salads of soups. Timotfs hip playground
for the kids 1o adu: o =

tdarche Burctie at the Dmei Resort is also 8 favortie of my famify. You can 54 oukside, Gaze ot the fourtsin bubbing and dine
fred pizzes They also have s prest market and del for candy, coffee and:

otiver Heme to 0. My daughter sUlt huge the stutted animal she picked up there every night
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FAMILY TRAYELLER

Florida: host to the Super Bowl and great family
holidays
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Sunday
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11 CITIES TO VISIT TO LEARN ABOUT
BLACK HISTORY IN FLORIDA

G

While many of us may a share a commonality as Black Americans. our heritage reflects a
rich and varied history Florida is a prime example of that and there are many great cities
to learn more about Black History in Florida

HERE ARE SOME OF MY RECOMMENDATIONS OF FLORIDA
DESTINATIONS WHERE YOU CAN GO TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BLACK
HISTORY IN FLORIDA YEAR-ROUND.

*Please check with any of the locations mentioned to confirm whether they are open and any
safety guidelines or Covid-19 precoutions being taken

HAYWORTH
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THINGS TO DO
Sweet Valentine's Day Packages Create Season of
Romance on Amelia Island

Jancary 28 2021/ Press Retease /tio Comments

AMELIAGISLAND

COME MAKE MEMORIES"

January 29, 2021

Media Reicase

AMELIA ISLAND Fla {Jan 27 2021)- Couples will enjoy a romantic randezvous this Valenting's Day on
beautihd Ameha lsiand, roguiarly voted among the most romantc getaways in the United States Whether
hungry for outstanding cutsing of longng for a retaxing oscapa for iwo Amedia Isiand has crealsd eght
satistying sweothoart deals 1o 1all in love with

| = Recharge and reconnect 8 the Biue Heron ian, a 19th-century home trenstonmed sito a besutriul bed &
breakfast n Ameka Isiand's histonc Victonan vilage With the Hopeless Romantic Package, couples enyoy
& complimentary fresh floral bouquel, bottie of champagne and chocolate covered strawberties with a two-
might memmum stay between Feb 12 and Feb. 15 Call (904) 445 90734 to book your ieservation Use special
code VAL2021

« Celebrate your special occasion at The Addison on Amaila island, a stunning lamidy run bed 8 breakdast
designod with comfort in mind Lovers will appreciste the Romancs Package which features a bouguat of
roses a chdled bottie of Prereer Champagne and a frut and cheese platter upon amval Afar bieakdas! the
foiowsng day guests can unwind with a 1 hour couples massage. then uso a $60 g certificate for &
romantic dnner at one of their partner restaurants (Burkngame Dawnd's, Espana Joo s 2nd Street Bistro. of
Le Clos) m the downtown hestonc distnct Also at The Addison the Breakfast in Bed Packageencourages 8
cuddie with your sweetheart whkle ndulging in a 3-course gourmet breakiast and mumosas i bed on
Valentine’s Day momung A special treat upon arval includes chocolate long slem roses Visit
Bddsononameka coMspocials 1o 1eserve

« Valkenting's Day can be celebrated the entre month of February at the elegant and nimale Hoyt Heuse
Upon emmval. lovebads whe book the Valentine's Amors Packsgews!l be graeted with a gourmet dessen
board of dark chocolates and esh bermes, a boltie of wine, and a dazen roses Packages begin al jst $195
per ght and can be booked by wrsiing hoyihousg com Use speaal code AMORE

» Expenence love and uxury &t The Omni Ameila island Resort with thes exclusive Romance Offer Guests
can enjoy overnighl acc two omma.mmmkosacw

5. AMELIA ISLAND

Phato Credit AmericanBeachMuseum org

Williams House - The Willtams House is a historic Florida Herltage Landmark site bullt in
1856 that at one point was used as a safe haven on the Underground Rallroad to help
enslaved people seeking freedom

Today It is a functioning Bed and Breakfast but the secret room near the dining room is
sull there

| American Beach Museum - 216 acres of oceanfront fand purchased by A L. Lewis to
| provide a safe haven and vacation spot for Black families from the 1930s to the 1960s

Spansnead toaevmt

S AT o -
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* Whisk your loved ona eway for an overmght coastal gataway st Elizabeth Pointe Lodge Their Romance
Packsge is completa with a bottie of champagne in-room upon amwvel, a $100 dinng credit al Curvef'y
Resinurnid, 12 chocolate-dipped stawbermies, special fose peta! tumdown and two Elzabeth Ponte elched
champagna fkitas to ooy as a koepsake The packaga starts at ust $189 per night and can be booked by
visiting oizabethpoiniopmeko sla i ¢ofny omanto-pecksgs 1

« Treat your Valentna to a romanti retreat 2 the hestoncal FairBanks House bed & breakfast Romance
seckars can enoy two special offers, inchuding the Detuxe Romance Pecksge and Classlc Romance

Package featuring a variety of end dining credits of local fine-dining
restaurants on-property amenies and hxury Visd (3
L kage! for more delsils

For a compiele ks! of Vialentine's Day offers and events on Ameba Isiand and ideas [or pianng your romantic
island gotaway, visit ameharsiand comivalantnes

| *A¥ packages and special offers ave based on avaabity Restrictions apply and vary by property Comlact
indmidual propertes for restnctions and 1o book a packege

ks

About Amelia Island

Northoast Flonda's coastal treasure, Amelia Island 15 a bamer rsland nich i colorful hestory and teeath- taking
natural bosuty Amea Istond offers long, beautifl beaches, abundant wildife. end prstine walers Upscais
resorts with worid-chass spas. championsivp golf and exckesive dining blend effortiessly with a captivating
coecton of bed 8nd broektast nns and histonc distncls The sland 15 home 10 Femanding Baach once a
wvibrani Vicionan seaport village, and now a charming downtown disindt of eclactic shops. atiractons and
aatenes Foiget the everyday getaway, come maka memones on Ameka fsiand For visitor information and
onkne planneng, visil Amekaisiand com




7 Last Minute Socially Distant Valentine's Day
Getaway ldeas

Haven't made your Valentine’s Day plans yet? With the most romantic day of the year
fast approaching. there’s no better gifi to give than a weekend getaway (during

's Day hel
quality time with one another And if the ticking clock has you in a panic, don't werry

to escape from everyday life and chensh

— there’s still time to book great opticns for a last-minute romantic retreat!

Looking for a ic Valentine's Day g y for you and your partner? Whether

‘you're apting for adventure or choose to relax in bed for 3-days straight, here are
seven options for any type of couple

01
Napa Valley, CA

From pitiure-perfect proposals and unforgettable honeymoons to quiet weekends

away from the bustle of the city, there’s nothing quite like a Nap7 Valley escape to

reconnect. With Valentine’s Day right around the corner, Napa Valley hotels, wineries,

restaurants and retail shops are ready to roll out the red carpet for couples who have

been sheltered at home and are craving a romantic escape
n -

lovetoknow Lifestyle T [

12 Best East Coast Beaches for Families to Discover

@ 8y Tom May

while exploring portions of the United States. From Main to Florida, the East
Coast offers beautiful locations for the ideal time together. These dozen spots
provide the best East Coast beaches for families.

Amelia Island, Florida

If you are looking for a peaceful, quiet vacation spot on a beach, you need to look no further than

| Amelia Island. Beautiful beaches, wildlife preserves and crystal clear waters make this a favorite
vacation spot. The island features cultures from Spain, France, Britain and America. Golf
courses, sandy beaches, a boardwalk, public sports and sand dunes will make this a vacation you
will remember and cherish
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Amelia Island, FL

A 90-minute drive from St. Augustine is laid back Amelia Island with its 13 miles of
rolling dunes and pristine seashore. its picturesque beaches are a perfect backdrop
for togetherness. Start the day with a sunrise horseback ride on the white sand beach
that ribbons the Atlantic Ocean For couples’ pampering, visil the Omni Resort or

make a reservation at Salt at the Ritz-Cariton, one of the only five-diamond
restaurants in Florida, and consider hogking the chef's table in the kitchen. At the end
of the day, take a sunset cruise to catch the spectacular oranges, pinks, and reds as the
sun dips behind the horizon

HAYWORTH

TOP TEN ROMANTIC R

This Febryary, consider hitting the open road with your Velentine to explore the country’s

unique and romantic road stops.

For huxury RV enthusiasts and those who love travel, this bme of year is ideal for
exploring the warmer ckmates of the U.S. and g tme with your other.
The g ten have been selected due to their scenic drives,
sensual allure, and idylic scenery.

Is an vitra-fuxury brand of vehides that's its 30th

Y. Coach are known for their exquisite design, lavish
touches and Innovative engineering that make a road trip a relaxing end induigent
experience. New modeis feature such amenities as high-end kitchens with black stainiess
steet applances, quartz countertops with waterfall edges and hand-arafted Ktchen

: and master and baths with articulating

mattresses, spa showers and his and her sinks. and superior technology components
such as 50" extertor TVs. American Coach is part of the REV Recreation Group (RRG), a

subsidiary of REV Group, Inc.

HAYWORTH



American Coach models have earned numerous Industry awards, incuding “Top RV Debut”
and “Must See RV.” For more information, visit

Each ‘Romantic Stop’ has been researched but, due to COVID-19, be sure to call ahead to
confirm hours of operation for parks, restaurants and other attractions and actvities

Amella 1sland, FL

A 90-minute drive from St. Augustine Is laid-back Amela Island with its 13 mies of rofing
dunes and pristine seashore. Its picturesque beaches are a perfect backdrop for
togethemess

Start the day with a suncise harseback ride on the white sand beach that ribbons the
Atiantic Ocean (assistance Is provided to make the ride accessible to all ages). Alterwards,
walk arm-in-arm and discover seashell treasures like great heart cockies, sand dodars, and
oltves. For couples’ pampenng, visit the Omm Resort. Try a Swedish massage or cleansing
fadal. Make a reservation at Salt at the Ritz-Cariton, one of the only five-diamond
restaurants in Florida, and consider booking the chel’s table in the latchen. At the end of
the day, take a sunset cruise to catch the spectacular oranges, pinks. and reds as the sun
dips behind the honizon.

Of all the beach hotels on Amelia Island. the Ritz Carlton best embodies beachside
elegance. The hotel enjoys a magnificent location on an often-empty beach, and
there's an indoor-outdoor flow to this resort that showcases ocean views at every
turn The patio, with comfy sofas and over-sized chairs grouped around a large
firepit, overlooks the dunes. A series of wooden boardwalks leads to the beach,
wher e dolphins swim close to shore. And the Ritz Carlton offers activities that take
full advantage of the beach resort’s location, including kayak excursions and surfing
lessons.

The Ritz Kids program for children ages five to 12 provides this age group with a
plethora of hands on diversions, too. The Kids Night Out is a supervised evening
program offered by Ritz Cariton that's popular with families: Kids can have dinner,
watch a movie, and play games, while parents enjoy a child-free evening. For a
special treat, book a pirate tuck-in at bedtime

tvon 4R
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10 Dreamy Beach Resorts in
Florida That Are Perfect for
Families

Home to an abundance of theme parks and one very famous mouse, Floridaisa
beloved vacation destination for families with kids and kids at heart. But the
Sunshine State is about more than just amusement parks. lts beautiful beaches
make fos a memorable family vacation all on their own—and the best Florida beach
resorts are perfectly tailored for families.

Florida Resorts: The Best Beach Hotels

These 10 beach hotels and picture perfect waterfront resorts around Florida offer
the kinds of accommodations, activities, and amenities that are custom designed to
please the entire family. Beyond everyday perks like flat screen TVs, coffee makers,
and a hotel fitness center, the amenities at these hotels start with things like epic
outdoor pools, movies under the stars, and private balconies to take in the ocean
views. And they only get better from there.

The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island

An unspoiled wisp of a barrier island, Amelia Island's 13 miles of pristine beaches
offer sand dunes and unfettered access to the Atlantic Ocean, with a forest of giant
oaks draped in Spanish moss nearby just for good measure. The island provides
loads of family activities, too, including a visit to well-preserved Fort Clinch State
Park and a hands-on shrimping eco-tour. Though it feels remote, Amelia Island is
only a 30-minute drive from Jacksonville International Airport.
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10 of our favorite beaches from all
across Florida: Daytona, Delray, St.
Pete, Siesta, more
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! While the rest of the country shivers, the Sunshine State is enjoying
| temps approaching the 8as, 1t's officially beach season in Florida.

So with spring break around the corner and a forecast of balmy weather for pretty
much the next eight months, we thought it would be a good time to share our pleks
for best beaches in the state. Plus, we can't think of a better way to social - distance
than with our toes in the sand,

The List is culled from USA TODAY Network ib in coastal
acroes Florida. Presented in alphabetical order, thesa are 10 of our favorite places
ta be when the sun rises over the Atlantic Ocean or sets on the Gulf of Mexico:

Bonayard Beach

Just south of Amelia Island, you'll find one of the most drmmatic beaches in
Florida. You can't swim there, the parking lot is kind of small, and you'l have to
walk for a few minutes to reach the beach, but be sure ta bring your camera. The
beach is littered with bleached-out, long-dead trees that have fallen from the
eroding shoreline. Think of them es full-tree driftwood. The beach, which borders |
| Nassau Sound in Big Talbot Island State Park, is a favorite of photographers and
tree-climbing kids. - Tom Sraroleta, The Florida Times Union

HAYWORTH




AR NEWS BREAK (e _’

)
Amelia Island CVB Wins Three HSMAI Honors
| for Outstanding Marketing

8y Suanne Thamm

femandinachserver.com

Although the 64th annual Adrian Awards Gala had to | -
be held virtually last night, the Hospitality Sales & s ™ J
Marketing Association International (HSMAI) once 6\ 4

again celebrated the tourism industry in style, honaring
the Amelia Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
(AICVB) with one Silver Award and two Bronze Awards. The focus of this
year’s Adrian Awards was on best practices, innovation and community
in categories related to work done in response to the coronavirus crisis.
The three awards won by the AICVB were for marketing initiatives that
reflect this challenging new tourism landscape, including an augmented
reality portal, the “Tourism Gives” program, and the “Moments”
campaign.
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Ready to go? Taka a photo tour of Amalia island, find
even mora inspiration and request a visiter's guide to
plan your trip.
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We've got a beach for that
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With 1,350 miles of coastline, Florida certainly has a stretch of sandy shores suitad for every
beach passion, whether it's hanging ten on a surfboard. peering at undarwater wonders while
snorkeling, searching the low tide for the perfect seashell or enjoying a day of tranquil peace
on a patch of secluded sand.

From the Florida Keys to the Panhandle, the Sunshine State cactainly has a beach for
everyone

Best Surfing Beach: Palm Beach’s Reef Road

Reef Road in West Palm Beach’s glitziest neighborhood is one of the fow places in the state
where the surf can achieve true *big wave” status. The area has beautiful beaches, crystal
clear waters and warm temperatures, which maka for epic conditions when cold fronts roll
through

If you go: The break is located in a residential area on the north end of the county’s priciest
slab of real estate. There's no public parking within two miles of the spot — and thereisa
very active police force.

TRIPSBDISCOVER MAIYS aMCEMIv Ve

i

15 Best Destinations for Summer Travel

With much of the world closed 10 Amencans, when it comes to summer travel plans, 1 can be

difficult 10 know what 1o do The aod news is that not only are there many labulous places to

experience right In the 'S but there sce some great Caribbesn lstands, places in Mexico, and

even scme countries in Etrope (o consides Of course, before you bock you'l wam to confiem the
| latent details re. COVD-19 88 thngs can change quickly

osin w1 aryte cxarst Pinicn

Amelia Island, Florida
VIEW AMRBNS RENTALS

Amelia Island offers a much quieter beach paradise with more than 13 miles of sands fac rom tha
big lourist crowds. The barriet island kies off the state's northern coast and s exceptons! il you te
locking to enjoy the acenery slong with peaceful retaxation There are plenty of things to do for
hose wha wanl to get active as well, ke cycling along the miles of scenic tralts, horseback riding.
on the sand, paddkng and saifing i the tical creeks and marshes, or golfing Fort Cimch State Park
hosts one of the best preserved 19th-century forts in the courttry 53 weil 03 1 fishing prev, hking,
#nd biking treils. In the historic downiown of fine Beach. 1ake 8 by L
1o see the points of nterest.

SHICk tocth humiang i & POPUr STV On AIMGt all of Yenices beaches. (Patrich Connally £ Orianda Sentinel)

Best Beach for Shark’s Teeth: Caspersen Beach in Venice

Beacheombers knaw the Gulf beaches in and around Southwest Florida are the best places to

search for prehistoric shark’s teeth. Cs Beach in Venice is an exceptionally fine spat

— and a good shelling beach too! Walk along the shoreline and look for the shiny black fossils

| 29 they roll onto the shore with the tide. Or purchase a “Venice Snow Shavel,” a screened

| basket fitted onto a long handle, and wade out a few feet into the water to scoop up your
treasures. Mast shark teeth found near the shore are 1/8 inch to 3/4 inch or even a bit

larger.

If you go: 4100 Harbor Drive in Venice; visitsarnsota. com/henches/cnspersen beach

Runners-up: Casey Key in Nokomis and Fort Clinch State Park beaches on Amelia Island

Vacationldea ==se s 0o
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25 Best Romantic Getaways for Couples

By VI Stalf on March 10 2021 - Upcated

From Charlottesville, Virginia, nestled along the Blue Ridge Mountains, to
the music scene of Memphis, Tennessee, couples have many diverse
choices when it comes to finding a romantic weekend destination.
Coastal getaways offer diverse experiences from the "American Riviera”
of Santa Barbara, California, to the dramatic granite coastline of Bar
Harbor, Maine. These 25 swoon-worthy destinations offer the perfect
match for any couple’s long weekend getaway wish list. CDC information
for travelers. Hours/availability may have changed

lEH Jacksonville, FL

Jacksonviile, Florida, Is an
activity mecca with over 1,000
miles of shoreline, 80,000 acres
_p_f parks and trails, numerous




sporting events, world-class art
centers, and premier museums.
it is the largest city in the
nation, abundant with
waterways and ecological [
preserves Jacksomvilleisboth 2 -Rated Activities in
natural playground and a .
cosmopolitan city. It has an Kauai

) GetvourGuide
extraordinary restaurant and Dont miss out on the best of your destination
nightlife scene, exciting events, Vistt top attractions with GetYourGuide
thrilling attractions, and one-of-
a-kind historic districts. Amelia
Island, featuring rich Spanish,
British, French, and American history; Hanna Park, a fishing, swimming,
boating, surfing, and hiking oasis; and Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens are
among the top attractions that will keep couples busy on a long weekend.

Free things to do near me known for tourists & historical must see
| attractions for adults in April, May, June, July, August 2020, January,
| February, March, restaurants that deliver, take-out, drive-thru, swimming,
| Jast minute day trips, coast, lake, reservoir, kayaking near me, glamping,

diner, kitchen, suite, public parks, outdoor activities near me, places to

| get married: UT, WV, Mobile, AL, AK, London, Kissimmee, Bozeman,
Things to Do in Frankfort KY, AR, DE, 1A, Alabama beaches, KS, GA, Day
Trips from Denver, Gainesville, FL Camping, Kauai Beaches
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Florida: Paradise for tourist experiences

By Metart Salema sty Sur Serens wraey i -

VISROFS vew & MInates 35 1 GeSKends 1o the bettom of Three Sizzers Springs during 3 manatee toor with River Ventures n
Crystatl Raver.

After more than a vear stuck at home, people are increasingly planning o setze the day when they can
travel again. To make the mast of their vacations, they want ta include extraordinary adventures fit fora
bucket list, or ones that are pozsible only at their destinations. Maybe that includes visiting the beach
while riding a borse. Or swimming with manatees in Crystal River. Or paddling waters that, thanks to1he
presence of certain microorganisms, glow naturally at might Priar to the COVID-19 pandemic, Flonde

| enjoyed a decade of record breaking tounsm, induding more than 100 million visitors per year from 2015

0 2019, and not all of them came for theme parks. Florida's unk ing and tourism tich

makes it Liost 10 a variety of destis that make uni ivitics possible for visitors. Florida ks
becoming a baven for an emerging Wurism trend known as *experiential tourism,” which offers trovelers
the chance to seek out uniqe d dv fora ble Sunshine State vacation

HAYWONRTH

WEVE GOT A
BEACH FOR THAT

Frum snorkeling o surfing and shark toth collecting. Florida has the perfect shones for sou
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that goes beyond the obvious. The evolution of social roedia and how people use it to share thelr
outstanding travel activitics bas altcred baw travel and tourism companics market themselves and what
they offer. Tourists use phota sharing opps like Instagram to document aspeets of their tnps that stand
out to them

Travel is becoming less ahout the trip itself and more sbout the story of the trip, said Nathan Line,
asyaciaiz professor a1 Florida State University's Dedman School of Hospitality

“When people say, ‘Hey, I'm going to Florida, that's not encugh. That's not a stoty,” he said. *So to be
visible on socal media or even by wurd of mouth, they want to be featured in the stories of people who are
using their tours *

Destinations sce a platiorm for the experience, Line said

Ady Milman, a 1ourism professor at the Univermity of Central Florida's Rosen College of Hospitality
Management, sums up experiential tourism as trrveling not for the destination, but for the journey

In 2019 — months befure the pacdemic — Mark Jenkins, spakesman for AAA, the Auto Club Group, said
increased demand for experiences travelers can't find amywhere else was a primary driver 1n a growth in
international trave! bookings and interest in overseas car rentals.

More and more travelers are looking for experiential travel opportunities and seeking ways fo intimately
engage with their destination, whether at hoime or abroad,” he said. “There are many ways to do that,
especially with the great American road trip remaining a beloved vacation eption, and for many AAA has
found that rosd trips are increasingly appealing to US. travelers while overseas ”

For those choosing to travel within the states, the great Ametican road trip often leads people to Florida

Out on the water

With a mild year- round dimate as haspitable 10 wildlife 23 it is to tourists, two coastlines, and inore
springs than anywhere else on the planet, many Florida experiences are tied to the outdoors

The state has 175 state parks, three national parks, three national forests, one of only 13 national scenic
trails, two coasta and abundance of inland lakes, rivers and springs.

When Line thinks of adventure tourism, he thinks of the water.

“So much of Florida » tourism i based on beaches, fishing, kayaks,” he said “All these things are in and af
but (also) highly and shareable on social medla.®

Kayak ouifitters in Brevard County offer biwluminescent kayak tours where peaple paddie the ocean
‘waters at night in see-through vessels with a light ahow along their path, leaving  trail of iridescent blue.

And visitors can see this natural glow year-round becanse of the presence of two types of biolusminescent
microorganisms, said Sandra BK, chief adventure officer at BK Adventure in Titusville, one of the
biolumincecent kayak tour providers.

HAYWORTH



“The wow is what we gez, ‘I can't believe thus,’ “This is amazing,” she sid. “People aren't used to sesing
plants light up and the water glowing, and it's such a phenomenon out of the range of experience most of
us have”

‘This glow comes from two types of and corob jellies. Di a
ype of single-cell marine plankton, are most comman in the waters from May to November Comb jellies,
which are jelly like sea creatures that are different from jeliyfish, come out in the winter months.

Flarida's east coast offers some of the best bioluminescence in the world, BK said

T've done it 100 tires at least.* she said. “And it never gets old.”
But knyak tours aren 't for everyone
Others prefer louder faster adventures.
Traveling through wetlands and swamps might involve a journey on an airboat, speedy and noisy vessels
that bring passengers on a journey into natural Florida ecosystems with little signs of development in
sight

Florida offers countless opportunities for riding aitboats, and one it just a short drive from The Villages —
Alrboat Rides Unlimited, which offers airboat tours of the Ocklawaha River.

Its airhoat captain, Justin Finser, spent 22 years guiding visitors through the swampy waters in search of
alligatars, birds and turtles

It's prety intense when you show them an alligaior nest or get close to some batries,” Finser said. "You
see a lot of birds.”

Wind blows in pecple’s hair as the airthoat zooms through the water, with every corner offering a different
view of natural Florida, where trees are 2 more common sight than roads

Finser enjuya being persariable with his guesis and iries to inake feel as relaxed as posnible, even if they
fear snakes, alligators or the roar of the airboat fan.

1 just want to make it more than an airboas ride,” he said. “I want to make it an experience of a lifedme *
Where the wild things are

Florida's temperate climate and diverse habitats also allsw many types of wildlife species 1o thrive here
Alligators can be found in the waters of all 67 counties, nature spots like the Lake Apopka North Shore

and Merritt Island Wildlife Refuge attract hundreds of unigue bird species, and springs in the winter draw
high numbers of manatees

HAYWORTH

The sloth that Wild Florida guests will meet in the VIP experience was hand raised and enjoys interacting
with humans, but in that and other experiences, staff ook for signs the animals ruight not want to be
around humans that day When that happens, encounters may be reacheduled.

During these experiences, guests can foed aae of the park’s rwo- toed sloths Thev can also hold the aloth
and take “slothies * or a selfie with a slath

"Grown mien will start tearing up and crying when they meet a sloth,” Brown said. "I think that's why
people cry and get so emotional, they re gaining an ectual conoection To get to hold on= is a onee-in
a lifetime opportunity 1t s 2n unforgetiable moment we re trving to capture for our guests *

Imsmersing in history
Then there's Florida s rich history, which tourists can Jearn sbout in museums

0r, they can step through the gates of St Angustine’s historic forts during the dav and spend the night in
one of the oldes! city’s historic bed and breakfasts

As companies seek 1o offer moce than just places to sleep. the lodging indusiry is just as much a part of
experiential tourism 2s anvthing. Line oncr: rented a house in Fort Myers with friends that he booked on
Alrbnb, and the hosta tried 10 gell the group fishing charter experiences.

“They’re trying to tie experiences to the sale of the rooms,” he said.

Inst e, the oldest coti h inhabited Europent i inthe
US, bed and 1 along the ity's historic d

These independently operated guest houses are part of the oty's charm and character. said Michaele
O'Neill, who co-owna the Carriage Way Inn The Victorian eottage is located two blocks from the St
George Street shopping and dining district, and a short drive from the Castillo de San Marcos. a bistoric
fort that is the nation’s oldast standing structure.

ONeill and her husband have co-owned the bed and breakfast since 2013 When people enter the histonc
inn, they catch the scent of custom candles burning scents of exotic oud and leather. Guests are greeted ty
name and paropered at check in, she said.

The Carriage Wy also offers & borse drawn carriage ride throngh St. Augnstine and other expetiences

As sorueone whao worked for a large hotel chain before and now owns a bed and Lreakiast, O'Neill
appreciates bow historic inns offer a personalized experience for guests.

“You're greeted in the parior, you gat aromathernpy, a weleome dnnk, and we do an onentation based on
theis likes and desires,” O'Neill said. *We really want them to maximize their time in town and get a local s
perspective.”

Immersing in history doesnt always invulve quaint bed and breakfast inns
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“The fact we bave these dinosaur-like reptiles in this ecosystern is how people might pereeive this
ecasystern to be ditferent,” said Taylor Stein, a professor with the Univensity of Florida’s Coflege of Forest
Resources. “And then you artach manatees and paim trees. Florida still surprises people. What Florida
offers ia not in the common thinking of mast Americans, especially the inland areas.”

Tourists and Floridians slike can see manatees when exploring the sea cows’ warm water refuges during
the winter months. But only in the Crystal River and Homosassa Springs region on Florida s west coast
are people allowed to swim with manatees.

River Ventures, a tour company in Crystal River that specializes in manatee swim and snorkel tours, takes
visitors out every dav on three-hour voyages aboard a covered pontoon boat where they can see and swam
with manatees.

Although there's more to Crystal River than the manatees, it 3 the masatees that make it & special place
and snarkeling there a sperial experience — for peaple, said Brandie Wooten, operations manager for
River Ventures.

“When it comes to wild animal encounters, there’s not many where you can look (manatees) in the eve in
their natural habitat on their terms,” she said.

For most people, the juxtapasition of manatees’ giaot size versus how gentle they are is what makes these
federally threatened creatures so wnique to see, Woolen said.

“It changes people very deeply,” abe said. “I'd say most of us don't have a chance to look wildlife in the
eyes, and {manatees) are as curicus about you as you are about them. They're like big puppy dogs.”

in Kenanaville, about 35 miles southeast of Disney Worid, lies an ecotourism destination thar offers
airboat rides, along with a rarity among destinations in the U.S,- a place where people can cuddle with
sloths.

Wild Florida, whose attractions include airboat rides, a gator park and a drive- thru safan, offers a nuruber
of Vil amal These pri L clase access to the pari 3 alligators, sloths,

lemurs and tamanduas, the latter a type of anteater.

But the most popular wildlife encounter Wild Florida offers is its rare VIP sloth experience

Sloths, native to the rainforests of Central and South America, are the world's slowest mammals. They've
atiracted strong interest on the internet in recent years and 1hat interest has transhted into people
wanting 1o meet them for themselves.

Wild Florida's VIP sloth expenience is booked out three months in advance — and this is considered
slower than normal due to COVID-19, said PJ Brown, Wild Floridy's director of sales
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Une experience in the Space Loast is to & thrill ride — ¢ board a Warld War U e

biplane

Murk Grainger, of Florida Aic Toum in Cocva Beacly, offers tours abaand vue of his two upen cockplt Wa o
biplanes that were built as trainer aireratt during the war He raid his two hiplanes were built 9o days
apartin 1940 and 1041,

What he likes about the Waco biplanes is that, in contrast with typical biplanes that seat one person in the
froat and one persan in the back:, the seats are wide enough 1o fit three people — a pilot and twa
passengers.

“Two can go up snd share the ride, share the experience.” he said.

Grainger's biplane tours flv over Port Canaveral, Merritt lslind and Kennedy Space Ceater Longer tour
also include 1 St. Johns River eco- Wur and 8 paxs of the space center’s Shutde Landing Facility

Hearing the rumble of the engine and feeling the wind in his hair in fiight makes Grainger think of biplane
rides as like riding a Harley-Davidson in the sky.

“When we fly over pastures and you can smell the cows, it's a refreshing thing,” he said. “It s like if vou
rode your motorcycle through rolling hills You're more in tune with the elements. You open your senses
o everything.”

On the Fanin

That farm air arema may also explain the allure of agritourism, or travel to farms.

Florida farms with aspects of agritourism such as U-picks, farm tours and special events generated §27

million in income 1n 2017, up from $15.7 million in 2012, sccording ta the most recent numbers from the
Us. of Agri s Census of Agri

There were 761 agritourism farms in 2017, offering venues for weddings, pumpidn paiches, corn mazes,
and even yoga with goats

People also go to see the processes that go into maling the crops behind the food they eat and the
beverages they drink,

At Lakeridge Winery in Clermont, Florida's largest winery, guests can go on free winery tours that let
them see the equi used and bave i wine tastings.

“It's haw we sell the product,” said Barry Hus, CEO of Lakeridge Winery s parent company, Seavin loc
*We want people 1o experience the winery, sex it's a Florida-made produrt and give thesm the opportunity
o taste them.”

Hus thinks what sets Lakeridge apart from California’'s Napa Valley, where tourism depends on ity
wineries and winesy tours. {5 that it's the only winery in Florida offering comparable behind the scenes
tours that introduce visitors ta the wine making process.
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“If you were in California, this would be ane of several ” be s2id.
Plus, the wine is different

Grapes grown for the dry wine varietics made in California don t grow wefl in Florida s dlimate, so
Flarida's wineries make wine from the muscadine grapes that thrive here. Wine from mmscsdine grapes
has a sweeter taste thap dry wines.

As the winery bad to adapt to the realities of the COVID-19 pandemic, the free tastings changed from
tours with a gnide to self guided walkthroaghs with lasting stations, Hus said Each station can handle
about six to eight people.

But the winery also introduced a paid VIP experience that includes a personalized winery tour and
1astings in a private room with purified air. Hus said it's been popular among couples going on dates and
small groups of peopl ing birthdays and i

Tours are “booked solid” on Fridays and weekends

“Thev're loaking for ing beyond paying for hing 2nd getting it,” Hus said. “They re looking
far hing theyl and hev can share on social media ©

Also part of the state’s agritourism is the tri county area's horse farms. Ocala is considered the Horse
Capital of the World for its hundreds of horse farms, and the region is a major draw for people who wish
© ience the region's idylli ide through horseback rides.

The Ocala National Forest and the Marjorie Ilarns Carr Crous Florida Greenway include horseback trails.

Not far from The Villagea is Blue Moon Ranch in Fruitland Pask, which offers borseback rides along the
ranch’s trails, CEO D'Anne Phillips described the trails as an adventure for new and experienced
horseback riders alike.

*It's not Disney World,” she said “We get first ime riders, we have good horsea, and it's excitement 1l's 8
great time. Fun, challenging, and an experience for people who have never ridden.”

The trail rides offer views of the idyllic scenery of the ranch’s wooded areas and nearby Lake Geneva.
Phillipe said the 90-minute ride the ranch offers also includes the added chaflenge of changes in elevation
along the route

Many out-of state visitors come to the ranch, especially the visuung families of Villagers. They’re searching
for an expenence they'll remember.

“You're up off the ground, maintaining control of a thousand pound animal,” Philtips said. “That's always
an advezture. And it's a safe adventure.”
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Unique Florida

While borse farms and horseback trails may be adventurous enough for some, others come to Florida fora
more unique setting: the beach.

About 8235 miles of Florida's 1,350 miles of coastline consists of beaches, according to the Florida Shore
and Beach Preservation Assoclation.

But there are very few miles of Florida beaches where people can ride horses

Amelia Island in North Florida and Cape San Blas in the Panbandie bave portions of beaches that are
accessible for horseback riding.

And in Bradenton, peopie can go horse surfing, where you ride a horse into the water

Kelly Seahorse Ranch, a family-owned ranch tn Amelia Island, offers expertences that take horseback
riders alang parts of Amelia Island State Park — Florida's anly state park where people c2n ride horses on
the besch — that aren't easily acreasible.

Owaer Kelly Kelly said the tours take about an hour and riders traverse about five miles of trails

‘The reactions she gets trom riders is what makes the job of operating the ranch worthwhile

“Just the Inok on their faces when they’re out there and they're Iike, ‘Wow,™ Kelly said. “Somne people are
in tears when it happens. It's an their bucket list. Thev sav they've wanted to ride a horse on the beach

since they were a Little girl. It hits bome.”

Kathleen LadMorte, co-president of the Horse ‘N’ Around Club in The Villages, rode a horse on the beach
for the first time in Amelia Island. She exid it was something she wanted to do since she was a teenager

She remembered her horse was just as excited as she was to be on the beach, something she thinks had to
dao with the sea air

“He was like ‘Let's g0’ and wanted 1o gallop,” said LaMorte, of the Village Santiago. “1 had to hold him
back to keep him in check because he was excited. Many horses had to be urged to go, but mine was
excited to be there ™

©Outside of beach horses, North Florida offers a number of other adventurous experiences, including the
chanes lore sinkhok fand and

One of the most unique state parks in Florida is Devil's Millhopper Geological State Park, which has an
ecosystem state leaders describe as a tropical rainforest, At 120 feet deep below the ground, visitors can
find Jush vegstation, birda and reptiles within the sinkhole,

it’s popular with pesople who come to Florida for its hiking cppartunities

Exploting sinkholes underwater can be done in Williston, a Levy County city close to the borders af
Alachua and Marion counties. Two privately-owned diving resarts in the city, Blue Grotto and Devil s Den
offer ion of d, istoric springs withis a deep cavern

Both are considered sinkholes because they do not connect 1o another body of water.

Although this may be a unique phenomanan to visitors, ir's a common hangout for members of The
Villages Scuba Club. They go on monthly dive trips to Williston, visiung Blue Grotto ene month and
Devil's Den the next.

Scuba Club Pressdent Mike Blatti said the two locations are ideal for honing divers sklls in preparstion
for dives in the ocean.

“It's on the cusp of being a cave dive, and it’s good for someone wha hasn't yet been in that environment,”
said Blatti, of the Village of Osceola Hills

Yet, it can still be a challenge. He noted that Blue Grotio bas a large arez down 1o 50 feet wher: divers
must be conscious that there’s a rock above them.

‘Williston 8 sinkhole dives — along with other regional experiences hlke UF bst houses and the Worm
Gruntin' Festival in the Panhandle town of Sopchoppy — explain in part wiry North Florida offers
experiences pesple ean't find in many other places, said Ron Gromoll, 2 UF bospitality professor.

“All these things are unique, and I thiok that's what makes them an expertence,” he sud. “They aren't
cookie cutter. You can get the very nice hotel, but it won't be a memory to you.”

For thase who are ready to go from sinkhole dives to acean dives, there’s the Maritime Heritage Trail at
Biscayne National Park — the National Park Service’s only underwater trail.

‘This trail consisis of six historical shipwrecks and structures, and they’re far envagh apart in miles that it
reqaires multiple days of diving to experience all aix of them, s2id Jay Jolinstane, park ranger supervisor
al Biscayne National Park

“They represented different time periods, going fram sailing vessels to steam assisted sailing vessels to
steamers,” he said. “Most of them still have a lot of structure left, which makes it very attractive for the
fish and (visitors) enjoy secing that as well.”

What separates the Maritime Heritage Tvall from other shipwreeks is thev affer divers and anorkelers a
chance to view true shipwrecks in as intact s form as passible, Johnstane said. Many shipwreck dives with
intact were i i sunk, not true shi !

Shipwreek diving exposes people to a whole new world, he said.
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Seveuty percent of our planet is covered in water,” Johncione s2id “The majority of us have oever snuck
under the waves and interfaced with the creatures below the surface. We owe a lot to our oceans and this
is our way of directly connecting with thar.”

And the appeal in guch places — whether deep in the ocean or within a sinkhole — comes from how the
experiences can't be replicated outside of Florida, Gromall said.

“All these things are unique, and I think that's what makes them an experience,” he said. “There’s nothing
wrong with the beach or one of the theme parks, but peaple are looking for exciting or ditferent =
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5 SMALLU.S.
CHARM

From New England to Washington and California, coastal areas of
the United States altogether encompass many thousands of small
islands worth seeking out. Some of these have become poputar
retreats for both local and international travellers and known
globally for their natural riches, unique history and unmistakable
charm.

AMELIA ISLAND, FLORIDA

Displaying wealth of natural beauty and history, Amelia Island continually Inspires. The
popular istand is a part of the Sea Islands, a chain of banter islands on Florida’s Atlantic
coast Outside of the main hub, Fernandina Beach, the Island offers wide-open space.
mites of quiet beaches and an of rivers, and marshes home to
wildlife, birdlife and marine creatures. Spend your time here exploring the historic district of
F Beach where shops stretch along the harbour-front, dine on local
seafood and farm-to-table fare in the district's restaurants, and get involved In outdoor
activities llke e-bike tours, guided hikes, golf, kayaking and sailing. You can arange a
private nature lour, ride along the beach on horseback and vistt the heritage-tich Amella
Island Lighthouse. The diverse offering of accommodation here includes The Ritz-Cariton,
AmeBa Island, which sits right on the beachfronL
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Amelia Island CVB Wins Three HSMAI Honors for
Outstanding Marketing

Media Releass
f March 25, 2021
AMELIAGISLAND
COME MAKE MEMOEESS  Alhough Lhe G4ih annual Adnan Awards Gala had to be heid
virtuaily last ngit, the Hospitalily Sales & Marketng Assocation
{HSMA) once agar tha loursm industry in style. hononing the Ameda Island

Convenbon & Visilors Bureau (AICVB) with one Silver Award and two Bronze Awards The tocus of this yoer's
Adnan Awards weas on bast practices, mnovation and commundy n categones related to work done in response
10 the coronavirus crists The thuee awards won by the AICVB wera for marketing indiatrves that reflect thes

new loursm nciuding an realty poriel the “Tourrsm Gives' program and
the “Momanis” campaign

“To have our marketng laam’s work agan recognized as some of the besi m the world 15 particitarty meaningful
this year " siud Gl Langiey Presddend and CEO of the Ameha Isiand CVB “Slashed budgets and unprecedented
biows (0 global travel requwed us lo dramaticelly atter our marketng strategy, with award-winmng effoits 1o raltty
owr communily (o help sustam our most wital ndustry and worilores and appeal 10 &n entirely new realty for
travedors

During the 2020 Adnen Awerts ceremany, the AICVB roceivad a Siver Award in Dygital Marketing tor its
Augmented Reakty (AR) portal. The AR porial 1s an extension of the 2019 Augmented Reakty mobilo app
program Lhat enables visitors to expenence a collection of custom-designed trse-dimensiona! animations they
can brng to ie at key locations around the isiend and through the Ameha Istand Visitors Guide

The AICVB 850 won a Bronzo Award for the “Tounsm Geves” campaign {cnsis communications), and the
‘Moments” campasgn (integrated marketing) Created i Apri 2020, Tourism Gives was designed to provde
support for the destnalion’s vita! hospdaity industry which has been devastaled by the pandamic 11 grew from
efforts o provxie the most bia 0 and drecily impacted
by the dramatc drop in ravel Tha Mornents campuegn utized pro-exrsbng assels rom the award-wmnmnng
“Come Maka Memories® compagn and locused on digrial adverksng

All winrung entsies will be accassibie i the Adrian Awards Winners Gallery onfine sl www AdrisnAwards com
Visd the site for more mtormabon on the event and compethon
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About Ametla Istand

Northeast Florda's coastal treasure. Amela Island is a barries island fich i colorful tustory and breath-laking
natural besuty Ameha Island offers jong. boautihl beaches, abundant wildide and pnstine watars Upscate
rosoris with world-dass spas, champeanship golf and exciusve dining blend affortiessly with 8 capbivating
collection of bed and breakiast s and hesionc districts The island 1s home o Fesandina Beach. onca a
wvibrent Viclorian seapor! viage and now e cheaming downtown district of eclectic shops atiractons, and
eatenos Forget the everyday getaway come make memories on Ametia tsland For wisitor mformation and
onlna planning visit Amesialsiand coem

About HSMAI
The Hospiakty Sales and Marusing (HSMAl) 15

1o growing business for

hotots and (her partners and 15 the indusiry’s leading advocate for intellgent, susiainabie hotel revenue growth
The essociaion provides hotel professionats and their partrers with lools, insights, and expertise to fuel sales
mspre markeng. and optmize fevenuo throuph programs such as the Markating Sirategy Conference Adnan
Awards and HSMAI ROC Founded i 1927 HSMAI is a membership 06ganization comprising more than 5000
members worldwio with 40 chaptess in the Amencas Region Connect with HSMAI al hsmas org, HSMAI
Facebook HSMAI Twitter. end HSMAI YouTube
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The Best Florida Beach Towns

If you love the sea, sait, and sand as much as | do, you probably want to visit lots of
different beaches on your family vacations. The southern state of Florlda (known as the
Sunshine State), as a peninsula, offers 50 many different types of beaches — on the
panhandie, Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean While | love the actual sand and surf of
the beaches, | also really enjoy the attractions, restaurants, and resorts of the Florida beach
towns - some of which are small beach towns.

These coastal towns in Florida otfer so many different things for famllles to explore, beyond
the great beaches, including museums, state parks, nature tralls, aquarlums, art galleries,
eco-activitics, and shopping. While you may want to have some beach days during your
vacation, you may want to spend some time doing other things - especially If it's raining or if
you've had too many days in the sun Here are the best Florida beach towns for familles-
including coastal towns In Florida that are great for family vacations

Coastal Towns in Florida: The Best Florida Beach Towns

When planning a visit to one of these beach towns in Flosida, find a centrally located hotel,
vacation home rental, or sesort. That wili altow you the opportunity to do ail of the ditferent
attractions and activitles on your vacatlon itinerary.

Visits to some of thesa towns can be combinad while others are pretty far apart., so consider
geography when planning your Florida visit. You may be able to combine destinations elther
with day trips or a Florida coastal road trip.

St. Augustine

This beautiful historic city on the East coast of Florlda is one of my favoriie places to visit
and Is one of the oldest towns. While there are beaches and boat rides In St. Augustine,
there are so many other things to do as a famlly. Popular actlvities inctude the historic St.
George Strest, where you'll find shops and restaurants, as well as the Castlilo de San Marcos
Natlonal Menument.

There's a popular hop-on, hap off bus tour, where you can explore the clty and tearn more
about the history and various attractlons that are available.. Younger kids will atso enjoy the
St. Augustine Alllgator Farm Zoological Park, as well as the St Augustine Pirate & Treasure
Museum.

You can stay rght in St. Augustine, or visit as part of a day trip from a nearby dectination.
During my trips to St. Augustine, we typically stayed elsewhere and visited for the day. if you
do stay in St Augustine, here are some of the morg popu'ar hotals.

Amelia Island

1 orlginally learned about Amela Istand through a conference hasted there, and immediately
felt In love with this great piace for a family vacstion. This barrier island is located on the
Florida Atlantic Coast, not too far from Jacksonvitle. it’s about 13 miles long and 4 miles wide
and inciudes Fernandina Beach, American Beach, and Amelia City.

While you are there, you can explore the historie district, with restaurants and shops. There
is also the Ametla Island State Park as well as the Fort Clinch State Park.

Durlng my visit, | enjoyed a y stay at the Qmini Arnelia Isiand Resart This
family-friendly resort is located right on the beach and would be great for a famliy vacation.
It offers luxurious rooms, golf, two pools, a splash pad, Segway tours, fishing, and a nature
center offering nature tours and activities.

In additlon to the Omnl, you'll find other places to stay on the Island These include a Riz-
Cariton, Hampton Inn, Hoiday Inn, and move. You can tly into the Jacksonville airport and it's
a quick drive over t Ametla Istand.

See reviews of Aniclia island hotels here
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Amelia Island Launches Island

Perks Incentive Card Promotion

The Amelia island CVB recently launched its new Island Perks
incentive Card Promotion, a recovery effort designed to boost

the destination’s vital tourism industry by generating short-term
bookings and increasing traffic and revenue at local businesses.
The program provides $100 Visa incentive cards for participating
lodging partnars to include in special overnight accommodation
packages for visitors. The cards are geofenced to allow purchases
only within Nassau County Amelia/siond com/islandPerks
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