
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
REGARDING VETERANS' SUICIDE PREVENTION 

(Northeast Florida Fire Watch Council) 

This INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT REGARDING VETERANS' SUICIDE 
PREVENTION ("Agreement") is made effective as of the 6th day of November, 2019 
("Effective Date") by and among BAKER COUNTY, CLAY COUNTY, NASSAU 
COUNTY, and ST. JOHNS COUNTY, all political subdivisions existing under the laws of 
the State of Florida, and the CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, a consolidated political 
subdivision and municipal corporation existing under the laws of the State of Florida 
(collectively, the "Counties" or individually, "County"). 

WITNESS ETH 

WHEREAS, according to recent reports by the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs Suicide Prevention Office, approximately 20 veterans die by suicide each day, which 
is at least 1.5 times higher than those individuals who have not served in the military; and 

WHEREAS, Florida has the third largest veteran population in the nation, only 
preceded by California and Texas; and 

WHEREAS, given the proximity of military installations situated in Northeast 
Florida, a significant number of veterans reside and seek services in Baker, Clay, Duval, 
Nassau and St. Johns Counties; and 

WHEREAS, the Counties seek to reduce the number of suicides among military 
veterans living in Northeast Florida by aligning together and using a cooperative, coordinated, 
and collaborative approach to suicide prevention; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 163.01, Florida Statutes, the Counties seek to enter 
into this Agreement and form a separate multi-jurisdictional governmental entity, made up of 
representatives from each County and tasked with leading regional efforts in reducing suicide 
rates among military veterans living in Northeast Florida; 

WHEREAS, the governing bodies of each County have reviewed the terms, 
provisions, and conditions contained herein and determined that entering into this Agreement 
facilitates the most efficient use of their powers to cooperate, collaborate and coordinate with 
each other on the basis of mutual advantage regarding the prevention of suicide among 
military veterans living in Northeast Florida. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and mutual covenants and 
obligations herein contained and for other good and valuable consideration, the Counties 
agree and understand as follows: 
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