ORDINANCE NO. 2017-___

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU COUNTY,
FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2004-58, AS AMENDED, KNOWN AS THE ANIMAL
CONTROL ORDINANCE; SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 12, INVESTIGATION AND
ENFORCEMENT; SECTION 13, INTERFERENCE WITH AUTHORITIES; AND SECTION 14,
ANIMAL CARE AND ANIMAL CRUELTY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Director of the Nassau County Animal Services Department has recommended

that the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau County, Florida, consider amendments to its Animal

Control Ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED h the Board o ty Commissioners of Nassau

County, Florida, that Ordinance No. 2004-58, as a ed, shall be further a

SECTION 12. INVESTIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT;

provided-that aAny agent of animal control may enter the premises where any animal is kept in a reportedly
cruel or inhumane manner and demand to examine such animal and to take possession of such animal when,

in his/her opinion, it requires humane treatment.




SECTION 13. INTERFERENCE WITH AUTHORITIES,

Ne-persen-shalt It shall be a violation of this ordinance to interfere with, hinder, or molest any animal control

agent of the county in the performance of any duty of such agent, or seck to release any animal in custody of

animal control, except as herein provided.

SECTION 14. ANIMAL CARE AND ANIMAL CRURLTY,

(A) Each owner shall provide his‘ther Animals with suffic holesome and nutritious food, water

in sufficient quantities, proper air maintained : mperature  within the Animal's

acclimation/thermoneutral zone (forty-five (45) to eig

and render such assistance as“may be possible without risking personal safety and shall immediately
report such injury or death to the Animal's owner; in the event the owner cannot be ascertained and
located, such operator shall at once report the accident to the appropriate law enforcement agency or to

Animal Control.




® No person shall expose any known poisonous substance, whether mixed with food or not, with

the intention to harm any Animal excluding Vermin.

injury and prevent entanglement with other obiects and/or animals.

(3)

be attached to a stationary object or trolley at a point or location that

would allow the animalto extend thetether over a fence or other object or edge in such manner that could

resuit in the strangulation ofioriinjury to the animal.

(4) The foregoing provisions regarding tethering do not apply 1o _a lawful animal event,

veterinarian freatment, grooming, training, or law enforcement.

(5) The animal, while restrained by tether, is able to access shelter with sufficient floor, three

walls, and roof to protect the animal from the weather, extreme temperatures and direct sunlight; and is

able to access sufficient water and sufficient food.




{6) The provisions of subsection (1) above, do not apply to dogs that are kept or used for a

bona fide farm operation on lands classified as agricultural pursuant to F.S. § 193,461 [cf. sections

163.3162(3)(a), and F.S. § 823.14(6); see, definitions of "farm." "farm operation," and "farm product” at

E.S. § 823.14(3)(a), (b), and (c)].

(H) It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, procure or inflict cruelty to or upon Animals,

whether or not such cruelty results in severe injury or death. It g be considered causing, procuring,

and/or inflicting cruelty, if the following occurs: Carrying an inal in or upon any vehicle in an

of an open truck or other open vehicl

protecting the Animal from the weather.

SECTION 25. SEVERABILITY CTAUSE

Should any section, clause or provision of this ordinance, or any amendment hereto, be declared by a
court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a

whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid.




SECTION 26. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall become effective upon its being filed in the Office of the Secretary of State.

DULY ADOPTED this day of , 2017,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST AS TO CHAIRMAN’S SIGNATURE:

JOHN A. CRAWFORD
Its: Ex-Officio Clerk

Approved as to form by thé 1




