ALTERNATE VERSION

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-___

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU COUNTY,
FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2004-58, AS AMENDED, AND AS FURTHER
AMENDED BY 2017-12, KNOWN AS THE ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE; SPECIFICALLY
AMENDING SECTION 6-40, DEFINITIONS; SECTION 6-54, ANIMAL CARE AND ANIMAL
CRUELTY; SECTION 6-56, CONFINEMENT OF LIVESTOCK; AND SECTION 6-63 CIVIL
CITATIONS AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Nasg County, Florida adopted Ordinance

No. 2017-12 on May 22, 2017 which established guidelines for: ervised, unattended tethering of dogs;

and

WHEREAS, the Director of the Nassau ( Animal Services tment has recommended

that the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau Cotinty, Florida, consider amendments to its Animal

Control Ordinance.

provided in a clea anitary mantier, is placed so as to minimize contamination by excrement and pests.

and is provided at suitable in for the species, and condition of the Animal, which is at least once daily

except as prescribed by a veterinarian.

Adequate Water: means clean, fresh, potable water of a drinkable temperature. Adequate Water

shall be provided in a suitable manner, in sufficient volume, and at suitable intervals, at all times to maintain

normal hvdration for the age, species. condition, size and type of each Animal, except as prescribed by a
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veterinarian, and that the water is provided in a clean, durable receptacle, which is accessible to each Animal

and is placed so as to prevent contamination of the water by excrement and pests.

Adequate Shelter: means a shelter that is suitable for the species, age. condition, size, and type of

each Animal, and provides Adequate Space for each Animal, is safe and protects each Animal from injury,

weather elements (including severe weather). adverse effects of heat or cold, physical suffering, and

impairment of health. The Owner shall ensure that the shelter is p v cleaned, enables each Animal to

be clean and dry, except when detrimental to the species, and ogs.and cats provides a solid surface and

dog or cat to lie on in a normal

resting platform, pad, floor, mat or similar device that is Jarge enough forth

sxamples of inadequat $k;§;lter include, but are not

manner and can be maintained in a sanitary mann

rates, ©

dboard boxes, ‘abandoned vehicles, or

limited to, lean-tos, metal drums, wire or airline carrier

material that does not provide sufﬁciéﬁg*ibrotection from ‘the elements. The area shall be free of any

accumulated waste or external parasites, e free to walk or lay down without

coming into contact with any such waste or patasites, Live are exeinpt from shelter requirements.

Adequate Space: means a space that allows:an Aiimal or ‘L-’nf‘estock to easily sit, stand, lie down,

Responsible Person. means a person who cares for, looks after, and is responsible for property and

Animals in the absence of their Owner, Such person may be found to have taken on the responsibility

pursuant to direct agreement with the Qwner. or by imputation through their actions in providing Adequate

Food, water, shelter, and otherwise caring for the subject Animals,
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SECTION 6-54 ANIMAL CARE AND ANIMAL CRUELTY.

(A) Each Owner shall provide his/her Animals or Livestock with Adequate Food, water, care and

treatment to include Adequate Shelter, sufficientwhelesome-and nutritious—food,—water-in—sufficient

repott such injury or ded nimal's Owner; in the event the Owner cannot be ascertained and

located, such operator shall at once report the accident to the appropriate law enforcement agency or to
Animal Control.
(HE) No person shall expose any known poisonous substance, whether mixed with food or not, with

the intention to harm any Animal excluding Vermin,
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(1) The unsupetvised, unattended outdoor tethering of a dog or cat is prohibited except as provided
herein:

..........................
---------

(12) The tether must be attached to the dog.o

nylon or leather collar, or halter or harness, with

(23)

would allow the Animal 1

ater suffieient water and Adequate Food suffietent food.

and is able to access Adequa

(56) A tethered dog or cat must be at least six (6) months in age and free of illness and injury.

(67)  The provisions of subsection (1) above, do not apply to dogs that are kept or used for a
bona fide farm operation on lands classified as Aga‘ibulturai pursuant to F.S. § 193.461 [cf. sections
163.3162(3)(a), and F.S. § 823.14(6); see, definitions of "farm," "farm operation," and "farm product" at

F.S. § 823.14(3)(a), (b), and (c)].
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(78)  Multiple dogs must be tethered separately. Dogs may not share running lines or be near

enough to each other that they may become entangled,

(89)  Tethering regulations only apply to dogs and/or cats.

(J#) It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, procure or inflict cruelty to or upon Animals,
whether or not such cruelty results in severe injury or death. It shall be considered causing, procuring,
and/or inflicting cruelty, if the following occurs: Carrying any 4l in or upon any vehicle in an

inhumane way so as not to provide for the protection, saf mfort of the Animal being carried

(KI) It shall be unl

howl, or to make oth

{2) Guardian dogs predator protection on farms defined in Section 823.14(3)(a), Florida

Statutes, shall be exempt from this section,

SECTION 6-56 CONFINEMENT OF LIVESTOCK.

(8) Running at Large Prohibited—Responsibility of Owner.
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(1) It shall be unlawful for Livestock to run or roam at large within the county.

(2) Every person owning or having the custody and control of Livestock is prohibited from permitting and is

hereby required to prevent them from running or roaming at large within the county.

() Rwming at Large Prohibited—Impoundment Fees.

(1) 1t may skall be the duty of the Animal Control Officer to impound any Livestock found at large within the

county. The Animal Control Officer may make every effort to attempt notification of the Owner and may

($250.00).

f.  For recording of sa mlllaounded Animals, the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) for the first page

and eight dollars and fifty cents ($8.50) for each page thereafter,

(¢) Notice of Impounding—Unknown Owner,

(1)  Within twenty-four (24) hours of impoundment, Animal Control may shatt notify the Owner yia phone

and may post the notice of impoundment on the Owner’s residence, structure or fence and may also notify

the Qwner by certified mail, return receipt.




(d) Faiture of Owner to Redeem; Notice and Sale.

()

®

(2)

M

2)
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In case the Owner or person in charge of said Livestock be unknown to the impounder, then the notice to
the Owner, his agent, or person in charge, may be omitted, provided a notice, addressed to "all whom it
may concern” containing a description of the Animal impounded, and notifying all persons interested in
the Animal to redeem the Animal within three (3) days from and afier the posting of the notice, shall be

posted, on the county's website, all courthouse locations, the Yulee County Building and at Animal Control.

Unless the impounded Animal is redeemed within three, s from notice to the Owner, his agent, or

the person in charge of the Animal, or within thr ailing or the posting of the notice,

by paying to the impounder, or agent, all imp ent costs, the Ani ntrol Officer shall give notice

that he/she will sell the impounded Animal a lic auction for cash to the higl ,biddel_' at a given place,

day, and time. The notice shall gi:

‘the number and'k als to be sold, together with the name of

the Owner, if known,

Disposition of
caretaker has the optio wnership of the Animal in return for having provided feed and care.
Disposition of Proceeds of Sale—Payment of Deficiency.

M

2

Any proceeds from the auction shall go to Animal Control to be disbursed for all fees and costs to the

appropriate party.

If the amount realized from the auction is not sufficient to pay all fees and costs, the deficit shall be paid

by the county from its fine and forfeiture fund.
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(g) Right to Redeem. The Owner of the Animal shall have the right, at any time before the sale, to redeem the

Animal, by paying all impounding fees, keeping charges, advertising and other costs incurred.

(h)  Personal Liability for Damages; Lien. The Owner or person having the care, custody and control of any
Livestock at large within the county boundaries shall be personally liable to any and all persons damaged in
person or property by the Livestock, said damage to be recovered in the Court of Nassau County, Florida, having

jurisdiction, and the person suffering the damage shall have a lien the Animal subject, however, to all

impounding costs and charges, to secure the payment of his damay

(i}  Penalty. The Owner, or person having the care, custod,
run at large within the county or who shall releas

misdemeanor, and shall be punished as is provided fori

period in which the person must corgect the violation. If a warning citation is issued, the Animal Control

Officer will perform a fol /estigation to determine whether the situation still exists.

Whenever possible, a citation issued by an Animal Control Officer shall be hand delivered to the
violator (or the violator's representative having custodial responsibilities at the location of the violation). If
the Animal Control Officer is unable to hand deliver the citation, the Animal Control Department shall send

a letter by certified mail to the violatot. Failure to accept delivery of the certified letter shall be considered

a willful refusal to sign for and accept issuance of the citation.
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After issuing the citation, the issuing officer shall deposit the original and one (1) copy of the citation

with the County Court in and for Nassau County.

A citation issued by an Animal Control Officer shall contain:

(1)
2
3
)
(5)
(6)
(N

(8

infraction shall, within ten (10 ;

The date and time of issuance.
The name and address of the person to whom the citation is issued.

The date and time the civil infraction was committed.

The facts constituting probable cause.

The ordinance Code section violated.

e, to contest the

of the date of receipt of the citation, either:

(1) Pay the civil fine to the clerk of court; or

2

Obtain a court date from the officer of the clerk of the County Court to appeal the citation.

If a person fails to pay the civil fine within the time prescribed in the citation or fails to obtain a court

date, or having obtained a court date, fails to appear in court to contest the citation, the person shall be

deemed to have waived the right to contest the citation. In such case, final judgment may be entered against
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the person in the maximum civil fine allowed, which shall be payable within sixty (60) days from the date
of execution of the final judgment.

Persons cited for the following must appear in County Court:

(1) Violators of this section, resulting in the unprovoked biting, attacking or wounding of a person
or domestic Animal;

(2) Violations of this section, resulting in the destruction or loss of personal property;

(3) Second or subsequent violations of the-animal-eruelty-or-geglect-provisions-ef Section 6-54 of

this article.

(4) Violations resulting from the issuance of a third or; ent citation to a person.

judgment may be entered against the pe

the date of execution of final judgment.

Minimum penalties are established considering the following;

(1) The gravity of the violation.

(2) The potential harm to the public.

(3) The danger to the Animal or other Animals.

(4) The potential adverse effect(s) on Animals or people.
(5) The previous violations.

(6) The deterrent effect for future violations or violators.

10
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A person who has committed a civil infraction, but does not contest the citation and pays the infraction
in a timely manner, shall be assessed an uncontested fine amount as established by separate resolution of
the board of county commissioners.

A civil penalty of less than the maximum civil penalty may be issued if the person who has committed

the civil infraction does not contest the citation.

Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an officer shall be in violation

of F.S. § 828.27(5) and this article and is guilty of a misden .of the second degree punishable as

provided in F.S. § 775.082 or F.S. § 775.083.

A five dollar ($5.00) surcharge shall be charged nd collected upon each civil fine imposed for each

tes the violation as

violation of this section, as authorized by F.S. § 82 (4)(b). Ifithe court adjudi

suspended or guilty with no fine, the sui chatge shall still be ¢ ed and collected upon that violation, even

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

Should any section: clause rovision of this ordinance, or any amendment hereto, be declared by a

court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a

whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall become effective upon its being filed in the Office of the Department of State.

11
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DULY ADOPTED this day of , 2018,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAT EDWARDS
Its: Chairma

ATTEST AS TO CHAIRMAN’S SIGNATURE:

JOHN A. CRAWFORD
Tts: Ex-Officio Clerk

Approved as to form by the Nassau Cou

MICHAEL S. MULLIN
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